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whenever opportunities offered.  This
was actually done. If was in the best
interests of the deparimeat that it should
be so, because it afforded a bealthy change,
and the efficiency of the department de-
pended very largely on the health of its
officers. As regards what had been said
about officers working day and night and
being disallowed overtime, he had no ac-
tial knowledge of the particular cases,
but if the member for Dundas would fur-
nish him with the particulars lhe would
have inquiry made.

Progress reported.

Huuse adjourned at 10016 pon.

Tegislative Esscmbly,
Friday, 6th January, 1911.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 10.30
a.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION — TIMBER TROUBLE,
LAKESIDE.,

Mr. SCADDAYX asked the Minister for
Railways: Ias his attention been drawn
to the following paragraph in this morn-
ing’s West Australian in reference to the
trouble in the goldfields firewood indns-
try—

Orders have come from the head-
quarters of the Government railwayvs
to bring the ten locomotives and the
trueks hitherte used in eonveving fire-
wood to the mines' down to the asri-
cultural districts, where this additional
rolling stock will be put into service
to hring produce to the seahoard.

Is that statement eorrect, and what had
induced the department to take that ae-
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tion at such an early stage in the trouble
ou the goldfields? Does not the Minister
consider thal that action is likely to em-
bitter the parties rather than bring them
tuzether!?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: T lhave not the slightest know-
ledge of whether or vot the statement in
the newspaper is correet, but 1 have rung
up the Railway Department and have
asked them to lock into the matter and
advise me by teleplone. As soon as [
et a veply [ will convey il to the hon.
member.,

BILL—YORK MECHAXNICS' INSTI-
TUTE TRANSFER (PRIVATE).

Second Reading.
Order of the Day read for resumption
of adjourned debate.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Taylor in the Chaiv; My
in charge of the Bill

Clanses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Munieipality fo discharge
liabilities of Insfitute:

Mr, ANGWIN: [t was only fair that
members should have some information in
regard to the duties and liabilities thal
were being placed upon the munieipality.

Mr. Monger: Forty pounds.

Mr. ANGWIN: That was a very small
amount, but werve the ratepayers of the
distriet in favonr of taking over that in-
stitute?

Mr. Monger:
five to one.

Mr. ANGWIN: Had the ratepayers
been consulted, or was it merely that the
majority of ecouncillors had agreed to take
the institute over?

Mr. MONGER: A referendum was
taken and the transfer was carried by a
majority of five to one.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse 5—agreed to.

Sehedule, Title, Preamble—agreed io.

Bill reported without amendment. and
ihe report adopted.

Monger

Yes, by a majority of
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BILL — BRIDGETOWN-WILGARRUP
RAILWAY EXTENSION.
Second Reuding.

Debate resnmed from previous day.

Mr. OLOGHLEN (Forrest): My re-
warks on the second reading of this Bill
will be very brief indeed. When I recured
the adjournment of the debate last even-
ing it was with the object of gaining a
little more information, but in the shori
time which has elapsed since the intro-
duction of the measure, it has of course
heen impossible to get any detailed infor-
mation. However, it is only a small pro-
position for a three miles extension of
the line, and consequently I do not intend
to take up much time either in eriticising
the proposal or in dealing with it in any
way. [ want to point out that the argu-
ment advaneed by the Minister for Works
for the extension of this line did not apply
to other lines under consideration, and, in
fact, in course of counstruction, namely,
that we should bnild this additional three
miles of railway while the plant and gear
are on the spot earrying ount the already
anthorised line from Bridgetown to Wil-
garrup. When we advanced that argu-
ment, before in regard to the extension of
the Pinjarrah-Marrinup line and the
Mount Magnet-Black Range line, it did
not hold water with the Government.

The Premier: But we have extended the
Pinjarrab-Marrinup railway.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, but when we
waited on the late Premier ard asked for
this extension while the plant and men
were on the spot, our request went un-
heeded ; and, again, when we asked during
the extension of the Mount Magnet-
Black Range Railway that the Nannine-
Meekatharra line should be buili while
the departmental plant was in the distriet
our representations were not given effect
to, and the work was subsequently given
to a contractor 4o carry out at a much
larger figure,

The Minister for Works: You are very
pleased in this ease. ’

‘Mr. O’LOGHLEN: As T have already
said, I eannot offer any ohjection to the
proposal, but I would like the Minister
1o be a little more consistent, Tt has been
pointed out by the Minister that it is
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looked upom as a sound commercial pro-
position to build this line in order to al-
low Bunning Bres. to exploit tle area
of timber country they have there.

The Minister for Works: That is not
the way I put it.

Mr. O’LLOGHLEN: The way the Mini-
ster put it was that the lepartment re-
quired 6,000 loads of karri. for which
the contract price was 7hs. per load, but
that the department could zet a reductien
of 10s. per load if this additicnal three
miles of railway were constructed. A
few months ago the farmers resident Ye-
yond the present terminus of the railway
waited on the Works Department and
asked for a further extension of this par-
tieular line by ten or twelve miles. The
Minister will be prepared to admii that
he is not bunilding this extension for the
farmers in the locality, tmt solely in the
Jnterests of Bunning Bros., who have ae-
quired a large area of country to operate
on there. I notice that Bunning Bros
have secured 19,000 acres of karri conn-
try within three miles of the present ter-
minus, and they obtained that concession
three or four months ago. All T want to
ask the Minister is whether there were any
other applicants for this territory, and.
further, was it advertised in the fovern-
ment (Fazette as being open? T believe
that there arve some 40,000 or 50,000 acres
of timber ecountry reserved there for Go-
vernment purposes, and it certainly seems
strange that an area of 19,000 acres
should be allofted to Bunning Bros. I
believe that if it had been thrown open
for public competition there would have
been more applicants. There is an im-
mense quantity of karm Lhroughout that
country, and I trust that later on if this
extension is made, and the Government
require further large orders, they will set
about snpplying themselves. T bealieve it
bas been demonstrated during the last
three or four months that the State can
produce its own timber, jarrah at any
rate, cheaper than by privale companies;
and I believe that if the Government re-
quirements in karri should run to any
oreat extent they should also cut the karri
themselves, It remains to he seen wvhether
the karrt is going to be a good timber, as
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we hope it will be some day, though we
recognise now that for overhead work,
snch as the construetion of hWridwes and
sn forth. it is one of the best timbers.
Cufortunately, for sleepers or timbers
that have to go on the ground it is nse-
less. Whether the powellising process can
be applied lo karri with good results re-
mains to be seen; but if it cun the sooner
the Government extend their operations
into the karri country the betiar it will be
for the devartments and for the State
as a whole. The cost of this small sec-
tion of three miles appears 10 me o be
too hizh: it works out at £2,100 per mile.
and it is not to be buill in the winter, 1
recognize that the cost of construction
during the winter 35 vervy muach greater
than the cost of eonstruetion during the
summer, beeause it is almost impessible
to get on the ground; but seeing no diffi-
cnlties in regard to weather ~onditiens, at
any raie. exist now, and seeing that the
sleepers are growing practieally all along
the route of this proposed extension, I
fail to see why the eost should be ~o high
as was given by the Minister, T trust the
Minister will in a few words give me the
information, if he can, wilh regard to
the granting of this area t{o Bunning
Brothers, and also some explanation as to
what appears to me to be the high cost of
this proposed extension. In eonclusion,
I only desire to say that it once more de-
monstrates, no matter what the Premier
may say aboui the nomads developing the
timber industry, and abont (hese people
who are snpposed to be in one locality
for a time and then in anotber part, he
has reccived a flat contradietion insomuch
as the Minister for Works is prepared
to bring down a Bill for the pwrpose of
providing a railway for these timber
workers.

Mr. Holman: For one company.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, for one com-
pany to produce this timber.

The Minister for Works: The line is lo
serve the Railway Department.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister is
noft going to contend that Bunning
Brothers, who seenred this concession,
are not going to receive the greatest
benefit; he must admit that by building
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this three miles of railway they will be
in a position to produce their timber at
a muel lower rvate than would be other-
wise possible.

The Minister for Works: They were
the only tenderers.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the Minister did
not have in view a further extensivn of
this proposition I venture to say the ex-
tension of this railway would not have
been proposed. By construeting it now
he ean get a reduetion of 10s. a load on
6.000 loads of karri. No matter how we
may despise the nomads, and those peo-
ple who are in o large measure eontribu-
Ling to the prosperity of the South-West,
no matter how uncharitable the Premier
may be in some of his remarks, the faet
remains that, were it not for the develop-
ment of the timber industry and the
employment of these timber workers in
the Sonth-West, we would not have the
prosperity there is in that district to-day.
1 bave ne intention of opposing the
second reading because I recognise this
is only a small measure for a small sec-
tion of railway.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson) :
It is 1 marvellons thing to me that no
business proposition can be entered into
bv the Government for the benefit of the
State with any private firm but mistrust
is disclosed at onee by members opposite
and something wlterior is insinuated as
the motive for makinz the arrangement.
We are here to look after the interests of
the State.

Mr, Hudsen: You are supposed to.

The PREMIER : We do, whieh is more.
This transaction is a perfectly simple
one; in faet it originated before I left
the Works Department. We were con-
strueting a railway as far as Wilgarcup
south of Bridgetown. These people had
secured karri country some three miles
further south. They secured that coun-
try in the ordinary course; they made
applieation for it; it was free and open
to anyone, as there are hundreds of
square miles still open for pecple to take
up on eertain terms,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did they know the
railway would be extended? ‘
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The PREMIER: XNo; but if the hon.
member will have a little patience he will
hear exactly all aboat it. This eountry
was open to anyone. The hon. member
conld have applied for it and taken it up
it he liked. He did vot do so. Those
penple got the timber country und pre-
pared to put up their saw mill and com-
nence operations,  They tendered for
6,000 loads of karri, wagon seantlings,
not sleepers.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I know; we would not
have karri sleepers.

The PRVMIER: T would if they were
powellised; if that process could sueeess-
fully be applied to them,

Mr. O'Loghlen: That has tv be seen
vet.

The PREMIER : They were for wagon
purposes, for which karri is eminently
suited, and for which purpore we supply
hundreds of loads to the old country for
the railways of Great Britain. We have
used it here for the same purpose for
many years, for 20 years to my know-
ledge. It has answered the purpose very
well. Though it is not so good as tnart,
it still is a very good sevviceable timber,
and we want it badly. We cannot get
the tuart in sufficient gquantities. We
et all the tuart we can, and the Rail-
way Department miss no opportunity of
getting it when they have a chance to
get it, and they are busy at the Midland
workshops cutting up twart in  large
quantities, but still they require further
timber for wagons. We must have
wagons, and the department wanted
6,000 loads of karri wagon scantlings
immediately. They called for tenders
anmd got a tender at 73s. a load on trucks
at Wilgarrup. The contracters said,
“Will you allow us to construet three
miles of railway on your surveyed route
from the terminug at Wilgarrup on your
specifications, and on the understanding
that you ean take over the line any time
vou like at cost price in order that we
may get our timber in?’’' I said, ‘“No;
we will not allow any private individual
to interfere with our railway system.
This is an extension of vur main system
{rom Bridgetown, and if a line is to he
built at all it must be part of the Gov-
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ernmment system.’'  Then uegotiations
proceeded as to whal reduction in priee
should be made. First of alt they
wanted the rednetion to be 5s. on their
priee; they thought £1,500 a fair eon-
cession to give for the construetion of
three miles of railway. I bargained with
them and said it did not appear to me
to be sufficient, as it was an expensive
line to build owing lo the rough nature
of the country. Then they asked me
what my idea was and I said that if
they would contribute 10s. a load, or
£3,000, which would be abouf half the
cost of the work, I would reecommend
Cabinet to aceept it. They agreed to do
so, and 1 considered we made a good
hargain for the State, because we saved
£3,000 on the cost of timber very badly
needed by the Railway Department and
at half the cost we would construct three
miles of a railway which must ultimately
be extended sonth.

Mr. Heliman: Would it not have been
better to have taken up the area and
worked it yourself?

The PREMIER: No; we have areas
down there, and I would be sorry indeed
to take up an area to eut timber of this
sort exelusively. I have had a good deal
of experience, and if the hon. member

. had had any experience of the industry

he would know that one would not cut
one sample of timber only, for instance,
wagon scantlings only, or there would be
a big residue on one’s hands. If one
cuts for slepeers alone he must destroy
all sorts of timber, or else have a biz
residue of scantlings for which he would
require a market. That is always the
diffieulty in the timber trade in Western
Australia,

Mr. Underwood: We want other tim-
ber.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
must admit I have had some experience.
That has always been the diffienlty. I
bhave seen thousands of loads of secaut-
lings sold at £1 a lo When arders are
eut to specification. to certain lengths
the residue has to be disposed of. Tt
would not pay the Railway Department
tur an arder of this deseriplion to estab-
lish a wmill. Of course it might ulli-
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maiely, but as long as we can get what
we require at a price, such as has been
arranged for in this instance, I do not
think it would pay the State to put up
a mill. 1f we find that these people are
woing to increase their prices largely, the
same as was done for jarrah sleepers
recently, we would have no hesitation in
erecting our own mills, We have done
that in a snall way in connectien wilh
sleepers for the railways. [ have not vet
~nllicient data or information to warvrant
me in aceepling absolutely without re-
servalion the siatement of the hon. inem-
ber that we ure cutting very much
cheaper.

Mr. O'Loghlen: [ have not (he daln
either, but I have been su assured.

The PREMIER: When 1 have had 12
months’ run; 12 months’ veturn, taking
into eonsideralion all the stock in hand
or disposed of at a cheap rate, and when
{ have the balance sheet, I will be able
to express an opinion. I admit at onee
therve is no reason why a State mill should
nolt be run as cheaply as a private mill.

My, (PLoghlen: Provided it is erected
all mght,

The PREMIER: Yes, provided it is
vrected properiy. The present mill is
a make-shift one; T have not seen it} it is
a temporary expedient io provide for the
department withont going thoroughly into
the husiness. There is no reason why the
State shonld not under proper supervision
save the profit which the sawmiller gets;
but it is not the poliey of the Government
to vush in and interfere with private en-
terprise unduly. I have always stated on
the {loor of the House and elsewhere that
whenever 1 thought private enterprise was
undaly harassing the CGovernment and
charging too mueh for its produets I
would not hesilate in using the State’s
fonds to supply the State’s requirements.
We have adopted that principle. and that
principle is the prineiple that holds good
to-day.  Now, with regard to the railway
it iz, of eowrse, an expensive line to eon-
struet: it is rough mountaineus country.
as the hon. member knows. The line from
Bridgetown o Wilgarrup is an expensive

line to start with, and the three
miles is of an expensive uature.
Mr. (FLoghlen: Carrying it through in
the winter made it far more expensive.
The PREMIER: Probably; but it is
diffieult to stop works of this deseription
even in the wicter months; and in this
country there are not very many weeks
or months, even in the winter season, when
we cannot carry on work at a reasonably
expeditious rate. T think the Lhon. mem-
ber need have no fear that tiis is playing
into the hands of any company. The ex-
tension is built beeause the Railway De-
partment requirve the timber, and hecause
we have made a good bargain and are
setting {imber supplied to build frucks;
that is the only and sole reason. Tf ihe
Uovernment did not want io build the
line and deemed it not in tieir inlerest io
do so, the company would build it; but
they wanted to build it over the surveyed
route. They were in sueh a position that
they could not huild it other than over
the surveved route. and that would be
against the policy of the State, which is
uet to permit any private company to ex-
tend a railway of this description. 1 rve-
fused a request of the same nature tfrom
the hewers at Marvinup when (hey came
to me. They could not get their sleepers
out, and they offered exaetly similar terms.
They said, “Allow us to construet lwo
miles in addition to what you have
already confrueted and we will nndertake
to hand it over at any lime at eost price,
and we will build it te your specification.”
T said, “No;” because it was coutrary to
the policy of tlie (Fovernment and Par-
liament. 1 ngreed in that instanee to build
the extra two miles, and I did it at onee
so that they could get their sleepers out,
and that was mainly for export, Of
eourse T granted the cvncession on the
nnderstanding that thev could complete
their enutract with the Railway Depart-
ment, for which they had to supply
sleepers,  In tlus instance, however, it
is timber we ourselves want badly. and T
think hon. members will admit we were
fully justified in endeavouring to make
n fairly zood bargain for the State,
Question pnt and passed.

Bill read a second time,

extra
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In (Commitiee.
Bill puassed through Committee with-
‘oul debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1910-11.

In Committer of Supply.

Resumed fromm the previous day; Mr.
Taylor in the Chair,

Department of the Attorney General
and  Minister for Fduweation (Hon. J.
T.. Xanson, Minister.)

Vote—('vouwn Law Department. £3,067 :

Ttem, Under Secretary, £600:

My, HUDRON: The Under Seerelary
for Law was {o reeeive an iperease in
his salary of £30, and he desived to enter
a profesi against that advance for the
reason that ile office had been magni-
fied ont of proporiton. The work to be
aceomplished by that offieer did not jus-
tify the payment of so high a salary
as £600. The Altorney General's De-
partment was divided inte a number of
bravehes, the Electoral, Land. Titles,
Magistraey, and Supreme Court, all of
which had their vwn heads. There was
a Masier of the Supreme Court, a Com-
missioner of Titles, a Registrar of Titles,
and then an Under Secretary for Law.
This last position was absolutely unne-
cessary, beeause the work to be perfor-
med was of a purely clerical nature.
There was no uneecessity for management
on thal officer’s part, and al the present
rate of payvment the amount was extrava-
gant. especially as a number of ofher
officers who had to exereise judieial
powers and had to be conversant with
the law. and whose dulies were onerous,
were hot rveeceiving the same considera-
tion. Iie moved—

That the amount be reduced hy E50.

The ATTORNEY (IENERAL: An ex-
cellent ease conld be made out for in-
ereasing the salary of this offier. Tt
wns nine years since he became Under
Secretary for Law,

Mr. Holinan: What salary was he get-
ting 1hen?

The ATTORNEY (GENERAL: The
Under Secretary for Law had not re-
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eeived an inerease iu his salary for seven
Years.

Mr, Troy: le does bot deserve any
either,

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: Not
having the figures Lefore him he conld
not say at what salary the otlicer eom-
menced his duties, but if the =alary weve
contrasted with that of the salaries of
officers holding similar positions in the
Eastern Srates. it would be seen thar
that of our own alficer snffered by com-
parison. .\ comparison with the salaries
paid 1o the under seerelaries of (he other
departments in thiz Slale also showed
that the proposed inerease was fully war-
ranted. The Under Treasurer—thongh it
was admitted that this was a much more
important appointinenl—reccived £750.
The Uuder Secretary for Lands received
£650, the Seeretary for Mines received
£650. and the Under Seeretary tor Law
received £350. The Inspeetor (General of
the BEduealion Departinent received £750).

Mr. Hudson: There is no eomparison
between them,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Under Secretary for Agrienlture who
was appointed lnst veav received £500
a year. With vezord to the salaries paid
to the under secvetaries for law in the
Eastern States it was found that the
under secretary of the Federal (‘rown
Law Department veceived €900 a year,

Mr. Walker: But he is n professional
man,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
oecupant of the position in Western Aus-
tralia as far as experience was coueerned
might be regarded as being equivalent
to a professional man. He had been in
office for someihing like nine years ns
under secvetary, and during that time
he had necessarily aequired a large ex-
perience, and it had been neeessary for
him 1o keep himselt fully ahreast of ail
the Statutes, move especially eoncerning
the work of the department. 1t was pos-
sible 1hat under-secretaries elsewhere
were professional men, but us far as the
knowledge of statute law was eou-
cerned the present nceupant of the office
in this State had quite as good a kaow-
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ledire as any professional man in West-
vrn Australia. In Queensland the under
segretary received a salary of £700; in
South Australia, where the appointment
was recently made, the commencing sal-
ary was £550. In Vietoria it was £800,
and in Western Australia £550.

Mr. Hudson: Do you say that the
Under Secrefary for Law in Vietoria re-
ceives £8007

The ATTORNEY GENERALL: Yes.

Mr. Hudson: The Crown Solicitor gels

£800. T challenge vonr statement,
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

figures which were supplied to him he
war perfectly certain were ecovrect.  In
most of the Crown Law Deparctments of
the BEastern States the under seerefaries
were assisted by chief eclerks. There
had been no endeavonr on the part of
the under secretary of the Crown Law
Department of Western Australia to in
any way magnify his office as had been
stated by the member for Dundas; on
the contrary. it was donbtful whether
there was a single officer in the public
=ervice whoe had been more insistent and
determined to keep down the number of
the officers 1n his department. Pevhaps
the best testimony with regard to this
officer was that of previous Attorneys
General who had been in office while the
officer had filled the position of under
seeretary. The officer was first appoint-
ed by the late Mr. George Leake, and
when Mr. leake left office he left on
reeord his opinion of the ander seecre-
tary, and spoke of the work he had done
in the highest possible terms. There
was similar testimony from Sir Walter
James, and Mr. Keenan.

Mr. Collier: Ts Bubby Hastie’s testi-
mony {here !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
It we were to retain officers in respon-
sible positinns it was necessary to see
that they were adequately paid. This
nfticer had had no increase for the last
seven vears. although during that time
the work of the department had devel-
aped to a eonsiderable extent.

Mr. Holmuan: He was only an aceount-
ant ar £300 a vear nine years ago.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 'This
was what Mr, Keenan, the late Atterney
General, had written to this particular
oficer— .
Ou the oeeasion of my resignation

of the oflice of Attorney General and

Ministerial head of the Crown Law

Department, I desire to vecord in some

manner my appreciation of the excel-

lent services rendered by vou as Under

Secretary for Law during the term of

my tenure, As no better way lies open

to me than the stimple form of a letter
to yourself, I am writing this to thank
you for the very loyal and valuable
support you gave me as yow- Minis-
terial chief and the invaluable services
vou rendeved to the State by a close
attentiou to all the details of adininis-

tration. If duving the three years I

held olfice any advance was made (as

T hope we may elaim to have made) in

the more economical and at the same

time more effieient discharge of those
duties whieh fall to the Crown Law

Department, [ am free to admit that

the same is due not te anything I did

do or could do but to the untiring

energy and ability of the permanent
officers of the departmeni and in par-
ticular to personal effort and example
on your part.
There was testimony in similar strain by
the late Mr. Ceorze Leake, by MMy, S,
Burr, and by Sir Walter James.

Me. FIUDSON: The departmen{ was
totally different from all others. It had
nolt been suggesied that this under secre-
tary had any administrative control over
the various sub-depnrtments.  For in-
stance. he had nothing to do with the
Commissioner of Tilles, nor with the
Solicilor General. whose title by the way
was a misnomer, beeause the Solicitor
(leneral should he, and in all other places
was, a political officer. Tt had been merely
to please the vanity of an individoal that
the office was entifled that of Solicitor
(tenemal. The Solicitor General had been
relieved of the duties of Parlimmnentary
Draftsman, and surely it would be within
the compass of his office to manage the
Crown Law Department. The Master of
the Supreme Court managed most of the
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ofticers eonnected with the administration
of the law in rhe central oftice, and surely
the Master of the Supreme Court did not
come under the dirvection of ihis under
secretary. In faat it might be asked who
did the Under Seeretary for Law control?
The expenditure under the Crown Taw
oflices was estimated at €R,067. and the
revenne at £1.400, From this it eonld be
seen how velatively unimportant was the
work: vet the under secretary was to re-
ceive an inerease of £50,  \s a matter of
faet the supposed ovnder secretary was
merely a correspondence elerk. amd it was
unnecessary that he shonld have auy ahili-
ties hevond those required in a corres-
pendence clerk.  There was no justifiea-
tion whatever for the proposed inecrease.

Mr. HOLMAXN : The explanation given
by the Altorney (teneral zerved to show
how lirtle the Minister knew of the work
of his own department. After all. no-
thing else conld be expeeted of one whe
had been afranl to prosecute his studies
in his own country, and had deemed it
expedient to go abroad for the purpose
of passing his examinations. The under
secrefary under diseussion had caunsed
me of the grealest debates that had ever
taken place in the Assembly. This was
sevel vears ago, when the Fstimates were
under disensgion, At that time it was
proposed to inerease the salary of this
under secretary by £100. hut an amend-
ment to reduce it hy £100 had been
earried hy 17 votes fo 14. Yet, in the
face of that, the proposed inerease
was aetually given, showing that undue
influence had been at work in eon-
nection with this officer. Nine wvears
auzn this under seeretarvy had reeceived
£300 a vear ax accountant. On his en-
tering the Attovnexr (eneral’s Depavi-
nmenl his salary was inereased to €430,
and such influence was he able to exercise
thal in the following vear it had been
gravely proposed to increase it hy €100,
As already stated, Parliament had de-
elined to make this inerease. notwith-
standing whieh it had been given. And
to-day we had the Attorney (General at-
lempting to eompare the work of this
under seeretary with that accomplished
by other under secretaries. Tt wounld have
been more fitting had the Attormey Gen-
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eral compared this officer’s dufies with
thuse of the seeretary to the Central
Rouard of Health, The work done by the
Under Seeretary for Law was not vom-
mensurate wirl the salary he was reveiv-
ing to-day. The Attorney General lad
told us there was no man in this country
who knew more about law than «id this
uader seeretary.

The Attorney General: | did not sav

that.
Mr. HOEMAYN: Nobody conld bhave
interpreted the Awlorney (eneral’s re-

marks as meaning anything else,  er-
hap= with his own limiled knowledze of
law the .Attorney (eneral wonld regard
this under secretary as a Solon. Why had
not the Attomey General vompared this
officer’s work with that of the clerk in the
Police Department? All that this under
secretary had fo do was to aet as corve-
sponding clerk to Lhe Minister. Prohably
in thal eapacity he was a very good offi-
cer, but ecertainly his duiies were not
worth £600, Perhaps the Attorney Gen-
eral would be able to explain how it was
this officer had received an increase which
Parliament had refused to granf him?

The Aitornev (leneral: T was noi in
office then.

Mr. HOLMAXN: A reference 1v Han-
sard of seven years ago would disclose
what the Minister for Works had said in
opposing the proposed increase.

Mr. Johnson: He was not Minister
then; he was plain Mr. Daglish,

Mr. HOLMAN: However, this was
what Mr. Daglish had said on the 10th
November. 1903, when discussing the An-
nual Estimates of the (rown Taw Office,
and the proposed inerease of £100 (o the
under seeretary

Sueh a rule should oot be made, he-
cause he (id not think every man ve-
ceiving €200 a vear was necessarily
paid in accordance with his merits and
the impertance of his work. There
were no such advanees as £100 macde
in the eases of officers receiving 1miser-
able salaries such as those i the Aundis

Office where men were doing respou-

sibhle work for £150 a vear, in regard

{o which the expert who specially re-

ported on that depariment had recons-
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mended salaries nearly double the

amount that were paid.

- Fhat member had made a very long
speech, whieh he coneluded by say-
ing, *‘lhe must oppose any such
large increase as that recommended
by the Attorney (feneral in that
department.””  Suvely i the Minister
was of that opinion in those days he
should not alter that opinion now. M,
Hastie had opposed it and Mr. Taylor
had spoken for nearly an howr in bitter
opposition to the inerease, The member
for Gascoyne had supported them in at-
tempting to reduce the salaryv and Mr.
Jacoby had acted as teller, whilst M.
Quinlan had protested strongly against
sueh a large increase.  In fact. the debate
on this inerease had orenpied nearly two
days, despite whieh the increase had heen
agreed to. BEvidently there was some
undereurrent at work when that ocenrvred,
Perhaps the \Attorney General wounld com-
pare the duties. of Mr. Hampton with
those of the seeretary to the Public Health
Department, where the Principal Medical
Officer reeeived a high salary and hkad a
clerk or secretary to assist him.

Mr. Hudson: Mr.
legal work at all.

Mr. HOLMAN: Then why pay an or-
dinary clerk a salary of £600 per annum?
It was setting a very bad example, but
there might he justifieation for the salary
if the Attorney General's department was
worked under one permanent head and
the under seervetary controlled the whole
of the sub-departments.

Hampton does no

The Attorney General: That i3 pra-
cisely the position.

Mr. HOLMAN: Swrely the Electoral
Department, for instance, did not come
under that officer’s control.

The Attorney General: Yes, it does.

Mr., HOLMANXN: If the salary of £600
was paid tu the Chief Electoral OQfficer
instead of to My, Hampton, the Gov-
ernment would be acting more veasonably
and would be keeping an officer whom it
would be diffienit to replace, but if Mr.
Hampton were to leave the department,
his place eould be filled at any time.
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The Attorney General: He lias the
same control as the Under Secretary for
Works has over the sub-departments.

My, HOLMAN: Tt was absurd to say
that the under seeretary controlled the
Crown Solicitor and the Solicitor (ren-
eral in the same way as other under
secretavies had eonirol over elecks.

Mr. Hudson: We are ouly paying the
Under Secretary for Works a salary of
£350.

Me. Jobnson: Do not make a ecompari-
son of that sort for goodness® sake.

Mr. HOLMAN: There was no desire
1o suggest that thie work of this offcer
was anything but the very best. but the
salary proposed to be given lo him was
too great. especially as he had only started
in the service nine years ago as :e-
ecountant at £300. Some extraordinary
infinence seemed to have been exercised
in the interesis of that officer for many
vears past.

Mr. FOULKES: It was pleasing to
hear the .\ttoruey General say that if the
State wanted to keep its good officers it
must pay them well, and it was to he re-
areited that the Minister tor Railways
was hot present to hear that statement,
because ouly recently the House had ¢on-
sidered the case of a ratlway officer who
had heen lost to the State hecause the
Government had not been prepared to
pay him what he was entitled to. There
was no doubt that Mr. Hampton had ac-
quired a good deal of persunal influence,
but it had been honestlv earned, and be
had been regarded as a first-class officer
who lhad done his work well all the time
e had been in the department. Mr.
Holman had referved to the fuet that
varions members in 1903 had supported
the reduction of that offieer’s salary. The
reduetion had been moved hy Mr. Piegott,
the then leader of the Opposition, not
hecause the offieer was not entitled o the
increase, but in order to force from the
(Glovernment a clear statement of their
intentions in rerard to the eclassification
of the service. The iden of many wemn-
bers at that time was that no increases
should be voted until the Croverment had
annonnced their intention in that regard.
and the reduction of this salary had heen
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muved solely for the purpose of foreing
n statement from the Goverment. The de-
hate and the vote had taken place wholly
i those lines. In comparison with the
salary paid to many eivil servants, that
provided for Mr. Hampton was certainly
liheral, hut he was n gentleman who was
titted to receive more onerous work than
lie was at present doing: he was a first-
vlass business man, he had heiped to keep
wany  Aftorneys (eneral in the right
traek, and he would be a very goed man
tor the Minister for Lands to have in his
department. The Government conld not
nake a mistake in appointing Mr. Hamp-
ton to a wmore responsible position.

Mr. HUDSON: The objeet of the
wnendment was nol to make a personal
attack on the officer; it was moved be-
cause the duties of the office did not
Justify a salary of £600.

Mr. JOHNSON: There was no justifi-
cation for moving the amendment. There
was a standard fixed for under secretaries.
It this officer was an under seeretary and
was doing his duty e should he paid the
standard fixed for under secretaries. Mr.
Hampton was one of the bright spois in
the publie service, alwavs ready wilh an
answer to any inquiry. and always to be
found in his offtce or close al hand. His
abilities could be used to greater advant-
age to the State, but hecause his eapacity
wag not too fully utilised it did nol fol-
low he should be denied the standard rate
for under secretaries,

The ATTORNEY (iEXFRAL: The
upinions expressed by the mewmbers for
Claremont and Guildford would prebably
carry more weight than ihe opinion of a
Minister, but the opinions of those hon.
memhers were the opinions of most mem-
bers. When Mr. Hampton’s =alary was
reduneced by Parlismen( =vine years agn,
during the same session the Fstimates
were recommitfed and the salary rein-
stated at its original figure.

Mr. HOLMAXN: The item wa< previ-
ously reduced as an expression of opinion
against granting too large an increase in
one vear, and the reinstating of the item
took place in a thin House.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. BOLMAXN:  Why were cerlain
papers in the Crown Law Office supplied
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to the Sunday Times before being sup-
plied to the House? Certain papers were
moved for in the House, but before they
were laid on the Table information that
could only come from the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Department was snpplied to the
Sunday Times, with extracts that conld
only have come from the departmental
files. The article was headed, “Justice
rights.” In the cireumstances it was jus-
tice prostituted, and it was surprising that
in an important department which should
be sacred so far as these matters were
coneerned such things should oecur.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: \When
a motion was earried for laying any
papers on the Table of the House the
papers were immediately supplied to
Parliament. 1f the hon. member would
say when the motion was earried he wounld
aseertain when the papers were supplied.
As regarded the general question of giving
information to the Press, the rule of the
Crown Law Departinent was that leave of
the Minister was obtained as to whether
the Press were to be given any informa-
tion they asked for; and if from his
knowledge of a file he thought there was
no objeclion. he wounld allow the vepre-
sentative of {he I’ress to see any file. The
Press had to he regarded as acting in a
quasi vepresentalive capacity, as repre-
senting the public. and if information
conld legitimately be made public he
would not vefuse Lo give reasonable infor-
mation to the representatives of the Press.

Mr. HOLMAN: 1t showed that Min-
isters were controlled by a seelion of the
I’ress; it was prostitution of justice when
this mmformation was supplied. The Min-
ister inicht have given correet information
and absolute faets, and not tried to bol-
ster up his case at the expense of any in-~
diviidual, as was done iu this instanece.
The Sunday Times did not hesitate to
publish a deliberate wmisstatement, Any
Minister that would supply infarmation
to a paper like that to further certain
ends was not warthy of the name of man.
The papers were moved for on the 19th
Oc¢iober, and on the 23rd October this
statement appeared in the Press contain-
ing absolule lies. Yet although this in-
formation could be given to the Sunday
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Times, the papers were not placed on the
Table until the 15th November.

M. Troy: What were the papers?

Mr, HOLMAN: The papers of the
Barry versus the Crown ease. They were
even not laid on the Table until he had
asked the reason for the delay. Other
matters could be brought forward of a
similar nature. Files in the department
and the Press were utilised by the Gov-
ernment, diseredited among a great nnm-
ber of people in the State, fo discredit
other parties, 1t was a piece of work that
was not clean, ‘Ihis matier had been
brought forward on twu or three previons
occasions withont any satisfaetion having
been obtained. It was only in keeping
with the Berteaux case, when absolute
frand was proved and when the Attorney
General declined to take aclion, The
sooner there was an alteration in the
working of that department the better it
would be for the State and for everyone
concerned. Tt was known what had hap-
pened in the Barry versus the (rown case,
when the advice was given by the Crown
Law Department and probably by the
nnder secretary, whose limited know-
ledge of law led him into the error.
Where the workers were affeeted the
whole of +the influence of the Crown Law
Department was used. This was shown
in the ease of the framway men. There
were many cases of a similar nature. and
yet the Attorney Ceneral tried to get in-
ereases in salaries for his officers, Why
did not the Aitorney General take the ae-
tion that he took apgainst the tramway
men against ihe Bullfineh people at the
present time? The Attorney General
would mot do that because some of his
colleagues were interested in the Bull-
finch.

The CHATRMAN: The hen. tmember
was going somewhat hevond the vote.

Me. HOLMAN: What he wanted to
know was whether it was tie duty of t'is
offieer to advise the Minisler in thase res-
pects, and whether that officer was above
the Solicitor (General. Why did uot the
Government take action against the Bull-
finch proprieters for reducing the wages
of the men and causing a lockont?

Mr. Trov: Becaunse the Gevernment are
shareholders in it.

2711

Mr. HOLMAN: That might aczount for
it. The Attorney General should explain
whether this offiecer had any control over
such matters.

The Attorney General: It is nut part of
the under seeretarv’s duty te give legal
adviee.

Mr. HOLMANX: That wps <olnething
in his favour, because the Commitlee hal
been told by the Attorney General tha!
the under secretary was one of the best
officers in the department as far as piving
legal advice was concerned. [u the past
the adminisiration of this depariment had
not been satisfactory. He would sav it
was not elean, and the sooner the faet was
recognised the hetter. .

Mr. TROY: I was not a new experi-
ence to find a newspaper like the Sunday
Times being taken into the coufidence of
the Hovernment, and to find that it was
always utilisod tor the purpose of bolster-
inz up the Government. Tt might be that
a newspaper of that ¢lass came in handy
for a Government whose policy was one
of misrepresentation, and undoubtedly
members could not expect any other policy
to be pursued in the future than that
whieh had heen adopted by the {iovern-
ment with regard to the files mentioned
by the member for Murchison. The Sun-
day Times veporters were allowed acecess
to all the Governmenl offices, and had
been given by Ministers themselves statis-
ties for publication, Had he (Mr. Troy}
not actuaily seen that delicately minded
and gentlemanly person, Leslie Norman,
coming ont of the Premier’s office with a
bundle of notes in his hand about the
financial agreement? The Sunday Times,
{oo, was hired by the Government to in-
dulge in scandalous misrepresentation of
their opponents at the time of the Federal
eleetion. YWhen members darved to attack
a newspaper of this deseription in the
House they might expect a good deal of
abuse, and he might say slanderons and
nost senrrilons abuse. He, however, had

" always had the courage to speak his mind

with regard to a journal which was the
moest vieious of its kind. and he had ever
refused to give sanction to that jourhal or
be associated with it in any way. or be
associated with any person connected with
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it. Tt was a scaudalous thing in the his-
tory of the State that we had arrived at
a time when Ministers. who should be
anove stueh a state of things, taking sueh
a newspaper iuto their confidence and
viving itx veprecentatives access to files
aid to correspondence which lhad heen
retused to members of Parliament. The
Uovernment in doing that were doing
«omething which was deprading, and the
Houwse shoald express the opinion that
the action was noj the action of decent
men.  The Attornev General in justifica-
tion said that this newspaper was acting
in a quasi public manner, Newspapers
were self-constituted exponents of public
opinion.  He (Mr. Troy) would start a
newspaper hext day it he Irad the money
with whieh to do so. and he conld make
it the mouthpiece of publie opinion.

The CHALRMAX: The hon. member
could not diseuss newspapers under the
item. The wember for Murchison had
heen allowed to make some remarks with
reference to a resolution ecarvied in the
House, but ille mewmber for Mt. Magnet
coull not go on discussing newspapers
senerallv,

Mr. TROY: The desire he had was
merely lo relute the stutement of the At-
torney (ieneral that newspapers were en-
titled to the information which he had
siven them, and le desired to say thai
the newspaper which had been discussed
could not be elassed with the  ordinary
daily newspapers ot ithe State. This par-
tienlar newspaper. lo the representative of
which the file had been given, was re-
cognised to be the most vieions and most
unserupulous in its misrepresentation, and
a Minister or a Government should not
consider a newspaper of such a eharacter,
If this newspaper earried on  decently,
honestly, and squarely. well and zood, but
their general policy was not (o do that.
A member of the Chamber was the elect
of the people. and he should he entitled
fo veceive informaiion and not a news.
paper. A newspaper wax Do more en-
titled to nformation from the Govern-
went than any person i the country.
One wunld expect that the Attorney fiene.
ral wonld be ashamed to be associated
with the Swunday Times. Te vepealed.
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that the character of thie newspaper would
not prevent him from courageously ex-
pressing his opinion regarding a trans-
aclion in which the Cbamber was econ-
cerned. ‘

Mr. HOLMAX : There was an officer in
the Crown Law Department who was act-
ing in the eapacity of Assistant Crown
Solicitor, bat the item did not appear on
the Estimates. He rveferred to Mr.
Parker, Would the Atiorney General ex-
plain?

The ATTOUNEY GENERAL: The
Crown Solicitor had an assistant who
was provided for under the item ‘‘Man-
aging Clerks.”

Mr., HUDSON: Surely the Attorney
Gieneral was making a mistake. If his
explanation was right, would he tell the

Committee where Mr. Rowe was pro-
vided for?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr.

Rowe was provided for under item 7.
Vate put and passed.
Vole—~Flectoral, £6,444:

My, HOLMAN: Why was not some
better method adopted in vespect to the
placing of names on the roll in the more
tsolated distriets?  Under the present
system if o miner of Meekathayra re-
moved to Yaloginda, eight miles away,
his name was struek off the roll becanse
he had left his last postal address and
had failed to send in a notice to the
registrar. Tor many vears past no effort
had bheen made {o place names upen the
rolls iu {he NWannine distriet, notwith-
standling that ilie population of the dis-
lvict had very largelv increased. Thus,
ir Nannine, whieh included Meekatharra,
the nmumber of workers in 1908 had been
480, while in 1909 it was 890. Despite
this. there had been wo iuerease in the
nuwinber of names on the voll: rather had
they decreased. \Whenever a man rye-
moved from one ventre to another in rhe
smne electorate, or even from one street
to another in the same town, bhis name
was siruek off the roll unless he had
ziven nofice of the alteration in address.
Men whae went cut for a month’s pros-
peeting found on return that they had
heen struek off the roll.  Something
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should be done to prevent the perpetua-
tion of this injustice,

(Mr. Foulkes took the Chair.)

My. HCDSOXN: The same thing ap-
plied to all the back country places. Im-
mediately a man lefi a partienlar loeal-
ity his name was struck off the roll, even
though he was slill in the same elec-
lorate, Some effort should be made to
ascertain the whereabouts of a man be-
fore striking his name off the roll.

My, BATH: On the preceding eveuing
the Attorney General had unfairly tried
to shelve on to the ofticers of the depart-
ment the blame of the partial applica-
tion of the recent electoral canvass. If,
being desirous of precuring reliable in-
tormation as to the number of eclectors
in the whole State. the Minister had or-
dered a eomplete electoral canvass mem-
hers would have had every confidence in
the impartial caveving ont of thal can-
vass by the offieers of the depariment.
But particular distriets had been speei-
ally selected for the operation of {his
canvass. Thus Coolgardie, where there
had heen a period of depression, was
subjected to the eanvass; and perhaps
the result of the inguiry served {o bear
out the statement subsequently made by
the Minister, that the goldfields distriets
sclected showed a reduection of the
voters. If there had been a general ean-
vass the Minister would have found that
in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder group of elec-
torates a big inerease had taken place.
So, too, in the Mount Magnet clectorate
and all through the Murehison and Yil-
earn distriets. It was not fair that the
Minister shonld try to shelve on to the
officers uf the Eleetoral Ilepartment the
criticism levelled al him on the score of
this partial application of the canvass,
and to infer that the erilicism had been
directed at those officers rather than at
the Ministers who had utilised the ser-
vices of those officers in securing infor-
mation of a partial character. Clener-
ally speaking hon. members would be
better pleased if the Attorney General
would show a greater regard for accur-
acy. Only last evening the Attorney
General had deliberately repeated the
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statement that in respeet to the Common-
wealth Parlinment the quola was dis-
tributed on the basis of population. and
not of electeral pupulation. For the in-
formation of' the Attornev {eneral and
of the member for Swan, he would rvead
the following ~ections ivem the Common-
wealth Elvetoral Set:—-

15. For the purposes of thix Ael o
queta  shall  be aseertained in each
State as fiullows:—The whole number
of electors in each State as nearly as
can be -scertainel shall be divided by
the number of members of the House
of Representatives Lo be chosen there-
in. Tutil rolls ave compiled all persons
qualified to have their names placed on
a roll shall he deemed iov be electors
for the purposes of this part of (his
Aet.

16. In making a distribution of
States into divisions the Commissioner
shall give due econsideration to {a)
Commuuity or diversity of inlerest,
(b) Means of ecommunieation, {c)
Physieal features, (d) Existing houn-
daries of divisions: and subject therve-
to the quota of electors shall bhe the
basis for the distribution, and (he
Commissioner may adopt a mavgin of
allowance to be used whenever ucees-
sary. but in no ease shall sneh (uota
be departed from to a greater extent
than one-fifth more or one-fifth lews,

Mr. Jaeoby: The number of eleetors
is divided by the number of members!?

My, BATH: That was for a State, bul
the hon. member had been talking about
the distribution of the electors. Aem-
bers should expeet teom Ministers in fhe
House that when they gave information
it «hould be uecurate becanse they had
aceess to all sourees of reference.

M. TROY : There was no provigion on
these Estimates [or the holding of the
next general eleetion, and perhaps the
Attorney General conld tell the Commit-
tee what time the general election would
be held. If no provision had been made
for an election on the Estimates, mem-
bers could only speculate on the possi-
bility that there would be no general
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election during this financial year. He
desired fo say a few words m regard to
the compilation of the volls. It had been
the custom until this year to compile
the rolls every three months, but during
this vear no census had been taken, and
the rolls had not been brought np to
date as had been formerly the ease. In
fact, for some reason or other the de-
partment had strack thousands of pen-
ple off the existing rolls, and sinee last
Mareh had made no effort to pnt others
on, with the result that the rolls were
not now a true reflex of the electoral
sirength of the State. 1lle knew that if
the voll in his old electorate were brought
up to date, it would be found that even
without the area proposed to he taken
from it by the Redistribution of Seats
Bill. there were three thousand electors
in the distriet, but, because 700 names
had been struck off and none had been
added, one would imagine that the dis-
triet contained ouly about 2,500, When
the Electoral Department had been reor-
ganised and placed under one who was
supposed to be a eompetent officer, mem-
bers expecied that at least ihe rolls would
be kept up to daie and an efforf would
be made from time to time to show what
was the eleetoral stremgth of the various
eleetorates. From the newspapers he had
learnt that a eanvass had taken place in
several eleclorates; lbe knew that in the
Gireenough and Geraldton electorates ad-
jomning his own a eanvass had taken place
during the year, but no eanvass had been
made of his electorate. In electorates
which had a larger electoral population
than the fieures qunoted by the Attorney
General, no eanvass had been made, but
if rhat had been done the electoral popu-
lalion would have been shown fo have
heen considerably greater, Surely an
effort might be made i keep the rolls up
to date. Tn rezard to the Chief Flee-
toral Officer. theree had heen a general
apinion amongst the publie, an opinion
which he was glad to say was now be-
coming dissipated. {hat that gentleman
was responsible for the Redistribution of
Seats Bill introduced into the House.

The Attorney General: The Govern-
ment are responsible,
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Mr. TROY : It was satisfactory to hear
that the Government teok all the respon-
sibility, hecaunse if the Chief Eleetoral
Officer had been responsible for this
abortion, he would have moved that his
entire salary should be struck out, and
would have said that he was entirely unfit
for the office he held.

My, Johnsen : What would you do when
the Attorney General was responsible?

Mr. TROY: Tt would be his endeavour
to strike out the .\ttorney General at the
earliest opportunity. He had met hund-
reds of Government snpporters who said
that the Bill was not a Government mea-
sure, but was originated by the Chief
Electoral Officer. He was glad to koow
that the Government accepted the respon-
sibility and that their supporters, many
of whom were fair-minded and Qecent
men, would know on whose shonlders to
lay the blame.

Mr. WALKER: Whilst eleetoral mat-
ters were under discussion il was his de-

. gire to say a word in regard to the man-

ner in which the outlying goldfields were
treated when o camvass at any time was
heing made for the rolls. He ceould
speak more positively in regard to his
own distriet, but what took place there
was taking place elsewhere. It must be
known to the Government as to all others
aequainted with mining distriets that the
chief proportion of ihe pepulation eon-
sisted of prospectors.  The prospecior
was not localised, and eould not, like an
emiployee or a firm or ecompany, stop in
one place. Tf he desired to get the begl of
his knowledge and do the best for his
conntry he must travel. A man mighi be
to-day near Kanowna and the next weck
as far north as Mulwazrie, to-day he was
on the roll, but next week when an officer
came round o inqnire whether the man
was in his own place and entitled {0 he
on the roll, he was of course abseni, and
the farce of sending letters to him where
mnatls were irregnlar and sometimes im-
possible must be obvious even to the
Electoral Department. Conseiguently. he
never learned that he was being struek off
the roll. Some consideration should be
given to those men in connection with the
compilation of the rolls. It struck him
as perfectly evident that the objeet of the
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recent eanvass, parlicularly in lis own
electorate, was to demonstrate that a
fewer number of voters were in that por-
tion of the State. Of course these men
drifted from one electorate into another;
wherever there was a Tumonr that there
was a colour of zold, those men would go
on trek. He guaranteed to say that if a
ranvass were made of the whole of the
woldfields contiguous to each other, it
would not have shown the decrease in
voters that was now made to appear for
the purpose of a Bill before the Cham-
her. All of his voters in Kanowna had
not been cowited.

The Attormey General: What was the
number of voters in your electorate ac-
cording to the last election?

Mr. WALEKER: The number was cer-
lainly more than was nuw shown on the
electoral list. Fe would point ount also
that the foll voling power was not ghown
al that election hecavse his opponent was
not regarded as a serlous opposition;
his nomination was merely regarded as
a dodge on the part of the Minister for
Mines and the then Ailtorney General to
keep him (Mr, Walker) ont of Menzies
during the eleetion campaign, and 'his
return was by all old voters looked upon
as a cerfainly. Therefore there had not
heen a full poll of the possible voters. He
was convineed on information from re-
hable sources that the full voting power
of Kanowna was not shown by the recent
firures. Those men so far removed, less
liable to complain than any others in the
State, were trealed, because of their dis-
tance from central power, with not only
diseourtesy but injustice. Some system
should be devised whereby prospectors,
travelling round and not long enough in
one distriet to obiain a residential right,
could be treated just the same as sailors
were in New South Wales, namely.
oranted eleetoral rights.

The Attorney General: It would be
necessary to have some safeguard not to
wive them the right to vote in any elee-
torate.

Mr. WALEKER : TUndoubtedly, but
there was no attempt made to meet the
diffienlty. Hundreds of men were dis-
franchised through the prosecution of
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their employment neeessitating their con-
stant roving. 1n the Kanowna electorate
a few years ago there were 10,000 men.
Where had they gone? They had planted
new goldfields afl over the State; they had
dispersed; but the State had not lost
them; they were still voters and citizens
and still representative of the gold mining
industry.

The Attorzey General: Some of them
may go inte agrieultural distriets.

Mr. WALKER: There were thous-
ands of arres applied for in what would
he the electurate of Kanowna, if the new
Bill passed, and there would be hundreds
of settlers between Norseman and Esper-
anece, yet the quola was maintained on the
woldfields basis. Some steps shonld be
taken to put these prospectors upon the
roll, and there should be no eagerness
to strike off names. For some reason or

. other there was an unintentional purpose

of diminishing the voting power and elee-
toral standard of the goldfields, more
especially the outly¥ing: ones.

Mr, ANGWIN : The electoral office
should be reopened at Fremantle. Two
persons wishing to get on the roll had
asked him during the merning where they
could enrol. Not ane person in a hundred
in Fremantle knew where or when they
could see the eleetoral officer. The de-
partment appeared to be anxious to save
a sixpence where they could even if it
was detrimental to the work of the de-
partment, They saved a small vental at
Fremantle, but the Fremaatle rolls were
never in a worse condition. There were
hundreds in the distriet whose names were
not on the rolls.

The Attorney General: Anvone who is
anxious to find the office could find if.

Aly., ANGWIN: The office should not
be in a back street, but in a position where
it conld be found easily by any person
wishing to enrol. .Another difficulty was
that the electoral officer was only at i"ve-
mantle one day a week. Certainly a

clerk .of the loeal ecourt remistered
names, but as a rule many people
did not ecare to knock about police

courts to register as eleetors. A
town of the importance of TFremantle
should have a special electoral office. and
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there was no occasion to shift the electoral
officer to Perth. The work that officer
did eould just as well be performed at
Fremantle. Even the Perth office was in
the wrong place, and the sooner it was
shifted the better, There should be a
permanent ofticer at Fremantle to pro-
vide people with proper facilities for re-
gistering their pnames and wmaking in-
quiries, As there was a possibility of a
general election taking place at an early
date, was it the intention of the Minister
to have a canvass of the distriets prior to
the general election with a view to having
the rolls brought up to date as was done
in 19087 1f so, the mouey provided on
these Estimates would not be sufficient.
In order to perfect the Legislative Coun-
eil rolls it was necessary to have disiriet
officers, otherwise it would be impossible
to keep the Council rolls up to date. The
West Province rolls were prepared in
Perth for the last Couneil elections, and
there were never worse rolls for that pro-
vince than were preparved for that elec-
tion. An officer in Perth could not secure
from the Titles Office the information
that would enable a proper list of owners
fo he prepared.

Mr. Taylor vesumed the Chair.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was necessary that
the officer preparing the Couneil rolls
should he stationed in a partienlar pro-
vince to learn the conditions, and to know
the people, and 1o asceriain dirveet from
the local aathorities what property
changed hands.

Mr. HARPER: The goldfields were not
the only localilies affected.

Sitting suspended from 1 1o 230 p.m.

Mr. HARPER : The member for Kan-
owna had some grievance with regard
to getting the names of people on the
roll. It was bLis desire alsa to point out,
without reflecting on the Electoral De-
partment, (hat there were many people
in other parts of Western Australia who
had a similar grievanee. In some of the
districts of the Beverley electorate there
was not a single name on the electoral
roll. Evervone knew what a vast coun-
try this was, and how diffiealt it was to
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enrel people; this, however, was due
largely to their own indifference. As far
as be was concerned he would like to
see the rolls as ecomplete as possible.
There was a moving population in West-
ern Australia. and the member for Kan-
owna had spoken of the large number
of prospectors whu were not envelled.
He (Mr. Harper) was rather doubtful
about the prospectors being very numer-
ous at tbe present time, because thev
had not received much inducement tv go
out prospeeting. However, it was known
that in the outback goldfields districts
there were fewer people on the rolls than
in the more established places, [t was
to be hoped that every effort would be
made Lo remedy this grievance. Farmers
and others in agricullural distriets were.
as a rule, very indifterent aboui enrol-
ment, but he would refer fo this mere
particnlarly at a later stage when speak-
ing on the Redistribution of Seats Bill.
An electoval canvass should be wmade as
quickly as possible, so that every name
should be placed on the roll.

My, TOULKES: Could an arrange-
ment be made whereby printed electoral
information could be distributed? This
would be of great value in conneetiou
with the Redistribution of Seats Bill
‘The Minister should not only supply a
priuted sheet containing these particu-
lars. but also maps for distribution to
the various loeal authorities throughout
the State. In ithe House, members were
well provided with information. but, un-
fortunately, the electors of the State had
no information and had no upportunity
of getting it. It was impossible for them
te get infermation hy reading the re-
ports of the speeches poblished in the
Press.

The ATTORNEY GENERM.: With
regard to the request made by the mem-
ber for Claremont, he would be only oo
pleased to sapply a tabulated statement
to any loeal body or individual who ve-
guired this information. The department
were only too anxious to give the fullest
possible information. The diffieulty the
department had to eontend with, however,
was the general apathy with regard to
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these matters. If a large number of
these forms were printed and distributed
broadeast to every local hody the prob-
ability was that a large percentage of
these returns would immediately find
their way into the waste-paper basket.

My, Foulkes: Will von let me have a
thousand of them?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
If any of the authorities made appliea-
tion for this information it would be
promptly forwarded. With rvegard to the
maps, as he had puinted out (o the leader
of the Opposition some time agu, ihe
Government were willine to make the
maps available when they weve required.
It was vot proposed, however, lo dis-
tribute broadeast to everv loeal hody in
the State a complete set of maps, but
where application was made they would
be sent.

My, Seaddan: You promised that you
wouald supply them with eopies; now you
want them to make an applieation.
~The  ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was a very small matter for a loeal hody
to send in an appliealion: it was cer-
tainly not tov mueh to ask them to do
so if they were al all interested in the
mactter.

Mr. Beaddan: You promised distinetly
you wonld send them.

The ATTORNEY (GENERAL: Any-
one conversant with the administration
of public departments was awarve {hal
there was a greal amount of waste in-
ewrred in conpection with the vast quan-
tities of printed matter which weve dis-
tributed and which were never looked at.
In the department which he was adminis-
tering he wished, as far as possible, to
avoid the multiplication of printed mat-
ter or to gu Lo the expense of distribut-
ing maps which might not be required.
The department were entitled to ask that
the small amouut of trouble invelved in
making a request shonld be incurred. Tt
was not possible to give maps ta the
entire budy of electors.

Mr. Scaddan: Where ave the maps
you promised to supply to hon. mem-
bars?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
hon. embers applied for maps they
could have them, The Chief Electoral
Ofticer was a1 1lie disposal of every hon.
member and wonld supply not unly maps
but inforinatinon witls regard to the houn-
darivs.

Mr. Collier: Your promise was that
every wember wonld be supplied with
naps.

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: Every
member would be supplied, hat there was
no use supplving members whe Jdid not
want the maps.

Mr. Seaddan: Sarely every member
wanls a map.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt was
nol known that every member did rve-

‘quire o nmap.

Mr., Seaddan: Every member. with the
exeeption of the member for Wellington,
who is not concerned.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
member For Wellington was  as much
concerned as any other menther.

Mr, Foulkes: All the loeal anthorities

hetween Midland Junetion and Fre-
mantle want 1hem.
The NITORNEY GENERAL: These

people womld he supplied, und every hon.
member whe made a request wonld also
he supplied.

My, Scaddan: T made a vequesl here
publiely, and yon gave a distinel pro-
mise Lhat the maps would be sapplied.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With
recard fo the general guestion ronched
upou hy several hon. inembers, more par-
ticularly  those members represeuting
sealtered distriets, as to enrvolment, it
was never intemded when the Flectoral
Rill of 1907 was passed that the EKlee-
toral Department should always have the
rolls nhsolutely up to dale and pevfect at
any time of the vear. Hin. membhers
wonld  recogmise that a larze sum of
maoney wonld he required to maintain the
rolls in  snelh o perfeet  condition.
Probably {bere was nno country in the
world where volls were maintained in a
continnal stare of perfection. We had
eone further than most eonulvies in tak-
ing a large portion of the work off the
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shoulders of the electors, Theoretically the
vight to vote was the most prized privilege
of citizenship: but in practice it was a
matter of the utmost diffieulty, in the first
place to persuade people to enrol them-
selves, and afterwards to persnade them
to vote. It we were going to have rolls
in such a condition that they could be
pertected at a moment’s notice, we would
have to cousider the advisability of in-
stituting a system of compulsory regis-
tratton. KEven then it would be a some-
what difticnlt matter to secure the enforce-
ment of sueh registration unless as a pen-
alty we provided for the loss of the fran-
clhize. 8o far as constitnencies were con-
cerned, the Electoral Department made an
effort to see that the rolls were brought
as near as possible to perfection immedi-
ately before an ele¢tion, and perhaps
there was no reason why they should not
he perfected at other times if it were dis-
covered that they were far from being
in good order. Betore the next general
election the Commonwealth census of the
population of Australia would be iaken,
and arrangements were already in frain-
ingy with the Commonwealth authorities
to eonduet at the same time an electoral
census throughout all the constituencies
of Western Australin; and, seeing that
the arrangements for the census of the
general population in this State had been
enfrosted by the Federal Government to
the Chief Electoral Officer of Western
Australia. we conld vest content im the
conviction that it was in thoroughly cap-
able hands.

My, Bolton: You are not anxious to get
the Redistribution of Seats Bill through
before the census is taken, are yon?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
desired to get the Bill through before the
next general election in order that when
the new Parliament assembled it would
he feit that the members weve, so to speak,
a icrocosn of {he people of the State.

Mr. 8SCADDAN: On the 13th Decem-
ber lasi hie hiad asked the PPremier the fol-
lowing question :—

When does the Premier propose to
have 1% maps prepared. showing the
boundusics of the new electorates as
ontlined in the Redistribution of Seats
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Bill, for distribotion to members and

local authorities?

To this the Premier replied—

From what I can gather from the
Attorney General the maps are being
prepared as rapidly as possible, and
he will be able to supply members with
one copy each this week, With regard
to the local authorities the Attorney
General is unable to say when the maps
will he rendy.

This Irad been a definite promise that mem-
bers would be sapplied with one ecopy
each, and that the local authorities wonld
he supplied when the maps were ready.

Vote pat and passed.

Vote—Land Titles, £9,542:

Mr. HIUDSON: The attention of the
Altorney General should be drawn to the
accommodation provided in the Titles
Oftice. It was a standing disgrace. The
conditipns had been bad enough before
the passing of the amendment of the
Tvansfer of Lands Aet last year, when
additional business was thrown into the
department by the bringing of conditional
purchase leases under the Transfer of
lands Aet. Now, the conditions were
a menace to the health of the men em-
ployed in the department; and, although
the Government had been repeatedly noti-
ied of this state of affairs, nothing had
been done. In the report of the depart-
meni the registrar had referred to the
necessity for providing as soon as pos-
sthle increased accommodation. The At-
torney General ought to visit the premises
himself and see the econditions under
which the men are working. The result
of sueh a visit would assuredly manifest
itself in the making oi' some improve-
ments. Apain, there had been, during the
last year or two. a number of temporary
hands emploved in the department. If
ihere was any department calling for a
permanent staff, it was that of the Lauds
Titles, where it was necessary to taintain
seereey in regard to the business done,
and provide ample seenrity against mis-
takes. Tt was not fair io the heads of
the department that they shounld have to
teach a temporary officer his work only
to see him presently supplanted by a
neweamer,
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Mr. WALKER: It was incredible that
the Solicitor (Jeneral, who had so many
duties to perform in the Crown Law
Office, conld also give the neeces-
sary attention to the duties falling
within the compass of the Commis-
sioner of Titles. The Solicitor Gen-
eral had too much detailed work
placed upon him. Tt was a farce to ex-
pect the Solicitor General to earry out the
duties pertaining to the officer of Com-
missioner of Titles. True, the Solicitor
General paid occasional visits to the de-
partment. but inevitably he had to rely
on the aecuracy and elficiency of the
officers earrying out the routine work. In
the past the State had had to pay con-
siderable sums of money for errors made
in the Lands Titles Office.

The Attorney General: Not since the
present arrangement was arcived af.

{Mr. Foulles took the ('hair.)

Mr. WALKER : Just the same, the ex-
perience of the past should be necepted as
a warning that it was necessary to main-
tain eontinual caution. He had no word
to say against the present holder of the
position, except perhaps that that otficer
was too willing to oblige everybody.
However, the Solicitor (General had quite
sufficient work in attending to his doties
at the Supreme Court oflices without hav-
ing this responsibility of the Lands Titles
Office thrown upon him.  Undounbtedly
there should be a ("ommissioner of Titles
in c¢harge. If we had such an officer the
subordinates of the department svonld
probably receive hetter treatment than
they were getting to-day. The chief clerk
had heen earrying out his duties for many
years without any reeognition at all of
his services. .Another officer, a clerk re-
eeiving €170, had been 17 years in the
service: had in fact started at £170 seven-
teen years ago, and had since been raised
ta €200, only to he again reduced to the
original sum under the Public Service
Commissioner’s elassifieation., This sort
of thing mizht be economy, but it
was 1ot wise economy. The State
had no right to treat its faithful
servants in  that c¢ronel fashion sim-
ply because the were receiving small
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salaries to begin with; no peivate fivm
would think of deing that. \nvone whoe
had had exteusive relations with men
knew that there was no greater incentive
to wond service Lhan recognition, and the
faet that many gopd servants were at
the present time ignored was the canse
of a lack of interest and veeasional spivit
of mutiny  throughout the service. The
object of trearing men well was to get
faithful sexvice out of them aud if there
was anything which would lend lo pre-
vent the State getting faithful serviee it
was the taet that alter 17 vears’ service
a man was reduced £25 in salavy. He
hoped that the .Attorney (ieneral wouid
have that ¢ase looked inlo. Mention had
been mile of the employment of tem-
porary hands, and le believed that it
was frue that these {emporavry hands
were farm immigrants. Ile agreed with
the member for Dundas that if there
was one depurtment more than another
that required eare and sernpulous atten-
tinn to the work it was this department.
Mistakes were so easilv made and such
nistakes were very dangerons, not only
1o fthose whose lands were involved, bhut
to the State ilself in the possible litiga-
tion that mighl ensne. ‘Then there was
the taet that the regular hands had to
he taken off their usual work in order to
instenet the femporary employees. [t
fuok #ix months to enuip the temporvary
hands for the work and as soon as a
may was got ready to do his work with-
out being constantly watched, he was re-
moved iuto sone other departmeul or
out of the service altogether. And this
was heing done at a time when exira
work was being placed on this branch of
the service, because. since the alteration
of the Transfer of Land Aet, making it
possible to bring within the seope ot the
Aet all leases, the work had heen more
than duplieated. .\s these leases became
seenrtties il the hanks were dealing
with them. acenraey was more than ever
essential, vet it was Ffound that immi-
sranls just brought from England had
heen placed there as temporary hands.
Tle did not wemder that the Siate was
from time to time losing i1s most valn-
able servints.  They were leaving the
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service of Western Australia because
they thought this State the wost master
to serve.  He lboped the Attorney Gen-
eral wonld wive that matter his earnest
attentton. 1o 1esard to oue other matter,
he esired to endorse the remarks of the
member for Dundas.  Over four years
age he had Jdrawn attention to the lack
of aceonmndation for the lodging of
parchments, documents. and deeds, and
a promise had then been made that the
matter wauld be attended to. If the
Attorney (teueral would take a trip into
those vaults he wonld see that there was
ne exagoeration in what Lad been said
and that lhe accommodation was abso-
lutely insnflicient.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In re-
vard to the acecommodalion in the Lands
Deparfment lie was to a large extent in
aceord with fhe remarks of the two
preceding speakers. He had frequently
visited that oflice and no one could deny
thai the aeeommodation was not only
limited, bul was capable of bheing very
much improved. Tu antieipation of the
extra work consequent upon the passing
of the Transfer of Land Aet last session,
structnmal alterations had been made in
the premisez occupied by the depart-
ment, and with the utmost diffieulty some
additional rooms had been obtained in
the Lands Departmeni, At the present
time, wnfortunately from a departmental
view, although fortunately from the point
of view of the prosperity of the Siate at
large, there was a great lack of aceom-
medation in Government offices, particu-
larly in that wing. However, arrange-
ments had now been made to remove the
Education Depariment, loek, stock, and
barrel, info new premises so as to allow
of the necessary expansion of the Lands
Depariment, aud he hoped that when that
anount of relief was afforded it would
he pessible to also temporarily improve
the secorrmodation in the Titles Depart-
ment. (M conrse temporary measures
were not abvays required. and the matter
was one which must engage the attention
of the Government as part of a compre-
hensive ~-heme for- housing the public ser-
vants. TNimately, and he hoped very
sooll. the State would obtain that portion
of the public buildings nsed at present
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as ihe gzeneral pust office, and then ar-
ranuement< coulldl be made to provide
offices suitable for the crowing needs of
an expauding State like this.  He ap-
peciated fullv the inconvenience under
whicll the work was being condueted and
every effort was beinzg made by him to
effect temporarily an improvement, and,
as «quickly as possible, permanent aec-
emnodation would be provided. In re-
aard (o the employment of temporary
hands, he was at one with those members
who ureed that temporary hands should
not he emploved in doing permanent
work, but so far as the Lands Titles
were coucerned—and that was the branch
of the C'rown Law Department in which
temporary hands were most engaged—
the rush of work had only come along
within the last few months and most of
the temporary hands had only recently
been engaged. Ti was, of eourse, very
essential that we should obtain skilled
elerical men for that kind of work be-
cause it was vastly important work and
mistakes might inewr serious liability;
hut the department had experienced some
diffienlty—a difficulty whieh, he under-
stood, was shared hy the banks and the
ecommercial houses—in  obtaining  suif-
able elerieal assistance at the present time.
Ee had nn knowledge of any farm immi-
orants having been taken on in the
Titles Department. Only  vesterday,
when discussing with Mr. Burt the
maticrr of obtaining necessary assist-
ance, thal officer had informed him that
il was 0 matter of extreme difficulty to
obtain suitable elerks with a knowledge
of that elags of work.

Mr. Trov: Are the immigrants the
most suitahle?

Tie ATTORNEY GENERAL: Assum-
ing thal immigrants were employed he
supposed  that an  inquiry would have
heen made into their qualifications be-
fore thev were engaged. A head of n
department who engaged unqualified men
oitly  ineveased lis own responsibility
and the work of bhimself and his staff.
He was not aware that immigrants were
emploved, but he would make inquiries
inte the matter. As regards the salary
of AMr. Harvey, the gentleman referred
to by the member for Kanowna, the re-
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«luction had taken place some time be-
fore he (Mr. Nanson) had taken office,
but he would point out in regard to all
these matters that Parliament in its wis-
dom had passed a Public Service Aect
which, whether members believed in it
or not, Minislers had to be guided by.
To a very large exteat the control of
the department was taken out of the
hands of Ministers and permanent heads,
partienlarly in so far as the salaries of
permanent officers were concerned, and
placed in the hands of the Commissioner.

Mr. Bath: Ministers do not feel them-
selves ealled upon lo pay atteation to
that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly the Ministers felt called upon
to pay very serious attention to any re-
commendations that the Commissioner
might make. Parliament in its wisdom
had removed from Ministers and the
heads of departments some amount of
the eontrol that they used to have. He
did not mention that with any idea of
reflecting un the Commissioner; his own
idea was that that gentleman performed
his duties exceedingly well, and consider-
ing the difficult nature of those duties,
it was mueh to his credit that he was
able to give sueh a large amount of satis-
faetion. But where a department had lo
approach a Commissioner, who had ihe
whole of the staffing of the public service
under his eontrol, some fime must elapse
hefore he could make requisite inguiries,
He could not be switched off the work
he was doing in one department in order

to attend to something in another de- .

partment. He might be engaged in con-
nection with organisation in the Lands
Department and be called upon by the
Lands Titles Office to make an appoint-
ment in that branch, and as soon as Le
was free from the work on which he was
engaged he attended to the other. At
the present time the Commissioner was
engaged in investigating the state of
affairs in the Titles Department, and he
hoped that some proportion of the tem-
porary hands at present employed would
be ultimately placed by the Commis-
sioner on the permanent staff. Without
.a doubt a larre portion of the new busi-
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ness coming to the department was of
a permanent character, and we could
safely increase the permanent staff, and
the Public Serviee Commissioner would,
no doubt, after completing his investiga-
tiun, make a recommendation to the Gov-
ernment to that effect. There was no
desire on his (the Minister’s) part to
eseape any responsibility that rightly
belonged to kim in the administration of
the department, but he would have been
elad had the Public Service Aet not been
passed, as he always believed to the
fullest extent in Ministerial responsi-
bility. When the Act was passed many
people thought it would bring peace, in-
stead of whieh in some quarters, if we
could believe all, there were drawn
swords instead of peace. The work
might not have proceeded as rapidly in
the department as could be wished, but
that was beeause the employees recently
taken on, did not possess experience.
When this was gained by them the pre-
sent congestion would be quickly over-
come. Those in control of the depari-
ment were fully determined to keep pace
with public eonvenience. It was some
years ago that the Solicitor General was
appointed Commissioner of Titles, and
there was no one in the public service
with a greater ecapacity than Mr. Sayer.
His work in regard to Lands Titles Office
was mainly of an advisory echaraeter,
because the routine aund administrative
work were more properly placed in the
hands of the Registrar of Titles. By
the appointment of the Assistant Pailia-
mentary Draftsman a great deal of the
work Mr. Sayer formerly did was taken
away from him, and this would leave
bim more time available for his duties
as Solicitor CGeneral and Commissioner
of Titles; but should there be a great
expansion of business in the Lands Titles
Office, necessitating a reversion to the
older and more costly system of having
a special Commissioner of Titles, no
doubt it would receive attention from
the Publie Service Commissioner, who,
in turn, wonld make a reecommendation
to the Government. TFor the moment,
however, he did not think the time had
arrived for that. It did not do to have
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undue parsimony in a department, but,
ou the other hand, we should not go fo
the opposite extreme. He would be sorry
if. doring his tenure of oflice, he would
undo the midoubtedly good work done by
hiz predecessor in regard to eeonomy of
administration without diminishing the
efliciency of the depariment,

Hewm. Tempovary clerical
£1,:300.

Mr. PRICKE: Last year £300 was voted
tur this purpose. bat the department
spent €747, and this year we were asked
to spend €1,300 H ibere was any de-
partment where the oflicers should be
perinanent it was the Lands Titles Office.
Would the Minister explain this item?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
Invge increase was due to the enormous
oxpansion of work, The work was com-
paratively little during the early part of
the last finanecial year; but then the
Transfer of T.and Aet was passed, and
the registration of leases provided for
in that Act led to a large increase of
work. Also during the last six months
there was a biz revival in real estate
business in the State. Thaugh last year
was a comparatively slack one, there
were indications of a large inerease.
There were 5,065 transfers registered as
against 4,960 in the previous year. It
was estimated the revenue from the
ofice wonld be £16,000 this year, and
that would probably be exeeeded. The
estimate last vear was £11,800, but the
actual revenue of the department was
£12,492, being an inerease of £400 over
that of the previous vear. The expendi-
ture last year was £8,600 as against
£8,271 for the previous wyear, and the
profit on the wyear’s transactions was
£4,200. The first necessity in the depart-
ment was to suit the public convenience,
and with the rush of work that had
taken place it was absolutely essential
to put on additional elerks. It was an
excellent indication of the general acti-
vity in business in Western Australia.

Vote put and passed.

Vole—Stipendiary Magistracy,£27.947;

Ar, JOHNSON: This was an opporiu-
ity for drawing attention to some of
the erratic decisions aiven by the chief

assistance,
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magistrate in our capital City, and also
to the biassed deeision: given by him.
The Attomey General should instruet Mr.
Roe to give his judgments irvespeciive of
personal feelings and to see that justice
was meted out to all concerned, There
was no need to refer to the tramway
ease, in  whirh Mr. Roe undoubtedly
showed vindietiveness in the penalties in-
flicted: but it was worth mentioning in
passing that Mr. Roe, when the case was
first presented. raised the pomt that he
could not hear it beeause it had heen pre-
viously decided by a judge of the Su-
preme Couart, though afterwards, despite
baving =aid he would nol be in any way
bound by the deeision ziven by the Sn-
preme Courl judwse, he justified his jodg-
meuni by reading slab afier slab from the
decision of the Supreme Couwrt judge, and
based his deeision on whal the Supreme
Court judge had said on an ex parte ap-
plieation. There was the case in which
Mr. Cuaningham intecfered with one of
the trammway workers. This tramway
worker was one of the blacklegzs and
icarried a revolver; lhe was one of the
cheekiest upstarts on the trams, a man
who went fo the extent of making faces
at him (Mr. Johnson) in the street, and
whao tantalised men in the street and was
one of the dirtiest mongrels toc be met
with.  This man tantalised Mr. Cun-
ningham, and Mr. Roe fined Mr. Cun-
ningham and said distinetly that bhe was
going to protect the men on the cars irre-
speetive of the jostice of the thing.  Irre-
spective of whether JMr. Cunningham had
justifieation or not, Mr. Roe took upon
him=elf to say he was guing to protect
these tram men and use his position as
chief magistrate to protect the tramway
company. or to imagine he was going to
do so. The posilion we were in to-day
was that the men on the ears were carry-
ing firearms and were permitted and en-
couraged to do so by the remarks of Mr.
Roe. Those men were presuming on their
position to-day. Only on the previous
day another union man was fined for
attacking or threatening to an extent, one
of the blarklegs wiio had been repeatedly
tantalising him for weeks past. The union
man veplied to him in the main street and
told him what he thought of him. Sim-
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mons took the case before Mr. Roe, en-
couraged fo do so, and plorying in the
fact that when he got before Mr. Roe the
man whom he had tantalised would suffer.

Mr. Price: Is Mr. Roe under an obli-
gation to the tramway company?

Mr. JOHNSON: Mr. Roe travelled on
a free pass. But apart from that he had
no right whatever to say from the bench
that he was going to victimise a body of
men or proteet another body of men, irre-
spective of the relative justice of the case.
Cuonningham no doubt was tantalised by
Baker; Cunningham hit, and was taken
to the police couwrt and was fined £10. A
day or two after there was another case
of assault in a main street in Perth. A
coloured man attacked a Britisher, hit him
behind the ear, knocked him down in the
gutter and then kicked him. The police
magistrate stated it was one of the worst
r£ases heard of, and he imposed a fine of
£3, yet Cunningham, for interfering with
a mongrel who tantalised him and meet-
ing him face to face, a fine of £10 was im-
posed. Several instances of the inconsis-
tencies of the jndgments given by Mr.
Roe conld be mentioned. This magistrate
was not meting out justice and was not
doing his duty as the chief police magis-
trate of the City. A niee example, too,
he was setting the other magistrates, It
was time that the Government stepped in
and saw that the people were protected
against a gentleman of this deseription.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: While
he was not bound to impugn the good
faith of the member for Guildford, he
was certainly not prepared to accept the
ex parte statements made by that mem-
ber with regard to the eonduct of cases
by the police magistrate of Perth. The
hon. member was, of counrse, entitled to
hold what opinions he liked, with regard
to the police or other magistrates, but
it was to be regretted that the sound
Parliamentary rule that protected judges
from being eriticised in Parliament ex-
cept on a direct motion did not extend
also to magistrates. Mr, Roe had been a
niagistrate for many years, and when the
member for Guildford brought wild and
whirling accusations of the kind that he
had done against the police magistrate,
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these accusations would recoil, in the es-
timation of the great bulk of the general
publie, upon he who brought them. They
really did not require any serious de-
fence in the Chamber. If these matters
were divoreed from purely party and po-
litical considerations, not a single mem-
ber in the Chamber wounld in his calmer
moments say that the police magistrate
of Perth was not an absolutely upright
gentleman, If a case was taken before
the magistrate and it was shown that
there had been an endeavour upon the
part of some person to terrorise other
persons, and that charge was sheeted
home, undoubtedly the magistrate would
be failing in his duty if he did not seri-
ously punish the offender. There was no
desire to have in this community any
system of terrorism, beeause a man did
not wish to join a union. We wanted
liberty of aetion with regard te such
matters. He (the Attorney General)
took the strongest exception to the in-
temperate manneyr in which the member
for Guildford and one or two other mem-
bers on the Opposition side of the House
spoke of persons who refused to become
assoeiated with trades unionism. This
was a free countyy, and a man had a
perfect right to say whether he would be-
come connected with a union or not. He
did not believe for a moment that Mr.
Roe had on any oecasion made a distine-
tion between persons. If it could be
proved that a unionist had been assaunlied
by a pon-unionist of course there should
be punishment, or if it were the other
way about the punishment would be just
as severe, Whether the complainant
were a nnionist or not had nothing te do
with the matter; the courts of law were
not coneerned. The magistrate had to
ascertain what was the evidence, whether
an assault had been committed and what
were the surrounding circumstances, and
then apportion a proper degree of pun-
ishment. Mr, Roe had great experience
in police court work, and the State was
fortunate in having a gentleman of his
ability to perform the important work
of presiding over the prineipal police
court of the State.
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(Ur. Taylor resumed the Chair.)

Alr. TROY : The Attorney Gieneral had
vemarked that it was a pity the same
rule which prevented judges from being
criticised in Parliament (id not apply to
magistrates as well, It wa= (o be re-
gretted the rule applied to judges,
hevanse they had been guilty of state-
ments which had been totally at vari-
anee with the faets. and thev should have
been censuved not by Parliament but by
the peeple.  Some of the justices who
had been appointed by the (Govermmnent
were not tit to trv a blackfellow. Why
shonld sueh o rule apply to men like
M, Gliek?
< The Premier: A very honourable gen-
tleman.

Myr. TROY: The Government dared
not put the papers on the Table of the
House showing why Mr, Glick was ap-

pointed.
Mr. Collier: Why did the Govern-
ment wipe him ont and then reinstate

him?

Mr. TROY : Probably the member for
York, who was under an obligation to
that justice of the peace could explain.
These were the men who were appointed
to the positivns of justices, were sirueck
oft later on. and becanse the Ministry
were approached by those wlho were
under an obligation to these people, they
were then re-appointed. These were the
men who weve entrusted with the liber-
ties of the people in the country.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was nat in order in diseussing honorary
Jjustices.

Mr. TROY: With regard to Mr, Roe
and lhis humanity, that gentleman had
sentenced people, first offenders, to six
months imprisonment and pul them in
a criminal environment, which would do
them an injury for the remainder of
their lives. During the course of the
vecent tramway trouble in Perth this
magistraie was prejudiced with regard
to men who were oul against the tram-
way company. The member for Guild-
ford, whe was fined by this zentleman,
was only the paid seeretary of the insti-
tution: he merely earried out their will
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just as the Premier carried out the will
of the emplovers when be appeared be-
fore the arbitration court and urged that
the men should not get more than 6s.
per day.

The Premier: Oh, ring off.

Me. TROY: The Premier excused that
conduet on ihe ground that he was a paid
ngent,

Tle Premier: What bas that to do with
this vote.

Mr. TROY : The member for Guildford
mevrely carried ount the instruetions of
his nnion and yet the magistrate treated
him has the very worsl offender, and im-
pused a penalty entively out of all reason.
Thronghout that trouble Mr Roe went
oul of lhis way to encourage the blacklegs
in doing unmanly things. and said they
were not blacklegs. But he (Mr. Troy)
declared that they were blacklegs, and the
lowest eclass of men who had ever ens
cumbered the eacth. If a motion were
earried to reduee Mr. Roe's salary and
someone else took the position at the re-
duced salary, Mr. Roe would certainly
fook upon that man as a blackleg. Mr.
Roe was biassed beeause he was under an
ohligation to.the tramway company, from
whom he accepted a free pass to ride
from the police eourt to the Weld Club.
No magistrate holding the balance be-
tween the people should be under an ob-
ligation to anybody. Certainly Mr. Roe
was not setting a good example in aceept-
ing a free pass from the tramway ecom-
pany, and subsequently adjudicating on
cases in which that company was con-
cerned. During ihe whole of the recent
tronble hetween the tramway company
and their employees, Mr. Roe’s decisions,
so far as they affected the men alleged to
be on strike, were entirely out of all rea-
son, and were vicions and arbitrary. Tt
was impassible to avoid thinking that Mr.
Roe's manifest sympathy with the fram-
way company was due to the fact that
he was under an obligation to that body.
1f this sort of thing were allowed to con:
tinue we should have all our public ser-
vants in the pay of private corporations,
To aceept n free pass was to accept pay-
ment in kind instead of in money, and
what was there to prevent another publie
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servanl from aceepting a sum of money
from an ontside corporation? He knew
of magistrates, wardens on the goldfields,
who dnring the whole of their official life
had stoutly refused to aecept even a speci-
men from a prospector. That was the
poliey all men in a judicial eapacity
should follow; but the police magisirate
of Perth was preparved (o aceept bribes
in the shape of concessions from private
corporations. It was a most vielous sys-
tem, and could not he too strongly con-
demned. Again, Mr. Roe had gone out
of his way to make insulting reflections
upon the jury system, for he had said, “I
know that juries do return mest shoeking
and scandalous verdiets.”  Surely it was
not Mr. Roe’s business to say this. Mr.
Roe was one of those persons members
were told they should not criticise. This
was the only place in which we could eriti-
cise them, and if they were prepared to
attack institutions dear to the hearts of the
people, he, for one, was at liberty to attack
them in return. His duty as a represen-
tative of the people was to insist on the
purity of our judicial life, -and he was
zoing to insist npon it. Fe had in mind
one or two cases in which these same
magistrates had imposed harsh and eruel
sentences for minor offences, while they
had allowed to go almost scot free brutes
making vielous attacks on little girls. The
very man who considered it an atrocious
erime to hoot a blackleg considered it a
minor offence for a ruffian to attack the
virtue of voung children—and these were
the men we were told we should be prond
of. For his part he was inelined to think
these magistrates still adhered to the opin-
tons they had gained when the State was
a penal settlement. Invariably they had
a lenient eye for attacks on the virtne
of children, but when a2 man resented an
attack upon himself and his livelihood
he was put down as a villian of the deep-
est dye, and was compelled to pay the
highest penalty the law allowed.

Mr. FOULKES: It
the hon. member had
necessary to  diseuss  the  deeisions
ziven by the police magistrate of
Perth. It was recomniced that Mr. Roe's
deeisions had not fallen in with the

was a pilty
thonght it
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wishes of some hon. members on the Op-
position side. Mr, Roe's chief responsi-
hility was to do justice between man and
man, and he (Mr. Foulkes) was convinced
that Mr. Roe tried to act up to that re-
spousibility. If we required magistrates
ter hold specitic opinions in regard to cer-
tain companies and bodies of men, it
would be necessary to adept the Ameri-
can syslem of election of magistrates,
and alter our Constitution aecordingly. Tt
was a wrong thing fo take exception to a
decision given hy any magistrate who had
the experience aecynired by Mr. Roe, and
who admittedly gave his decisions in good
faith,  There had been times when he
{Mr. Foulkes) did not see eye to eyes with
the police magistrates of Perth and of
Fremantle in regard to offences under the
liquor laws, but he had never attacked
those magistrates because of that diver-
gence of view. Recently he had ealled
attention to cerfain decisions given by
various magistrates where charges had
been brought against persons for assault-
ing children. In doing sv he had not
attacked the integrity of those magistrates
in the manner in which Mr. Roe’s integ-
rity had heen attacked this afternocon,
Even if Mr. Roe had aceepted a free pass
from the tramway company it was ab-
surd to suppose that that faet bad in any
way impaired his sense of duty. On the
13th of December, 1907, a debate had
taken place in the House in regard to the
Nedlands Park tramway. The member
for Mount Margaret had moved an amend-
ment which was to provide that every
member of the West Australian Parlia-
menl should bhe entitled to travel free of
charze on all cars, special or non-special,
on any journey over any part of the
whole of the tramway eonsirueted under
the provisions of the Bill.

Mr. Bath: Now look at the division list,

Mr. FOULKES: There had been no
division. After the member for Mount
Margaret had moved that amendment the
Premier had interiected, “what abont the
wives of membe-: of Parliament?” and
Mr, Tavlor had » -;-lied that the wives of
members of PPar''nment ecould not travel
free on (overm -nf railwavs, and that
when anviliuz v it wrony with soeh a
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concession and the public or employeea
felt agerieved, members of Parliament
were immediately asked to visit the scene,
and should therefore be allowed to travel
free. Then Mr. Seaddan bad supported
the motion, but had thought that owing to
the state of the mover’s health the words
“gvery member” should be struck out and
“the member for Mount Margaret” in-
serted, The motion had been passed and
the clause added.

Mr. Collier: To be fair to the member
for Mount Margaret you ought to state
that the debate on that Bill was a stone-
walling debate.

Mr. FOULKES: Doubtless when Mr.
Roe accepied the pass he had in mind the
faet that the heads of departmenis were
in the habit of receiving free passes from
the tramway commpany. He was sure,
however, that the acceptance of the pass
would in no way affeet that gentleman’s
decision. ?

Item, Clerks of Court, £8,747.

Mr. HUDSON: In making reference
on the previous evening to the allowances
to officers engaged at Sonthern Cross he
had stated that no overtime was paid, but
having been informed ithat that was
not entirely correct, he hastened to
withdraw the statement. The point
he desired to make was that although
they had been paid the regulation
allowances they had not heen paid that
liberal allowance which their work war-
ranted. e wvrged upon the Attorney
General the necessity for making some
special allowance for the arduous work
they performed under diffieult and very
trying eonditions. In regard to the item
he would like the Atftorney General to
inform the Commiftee when it was in-
tended that the clerks of court on the
goldfields should have their appeals
against the classifieations heard. Tt
seemed to be a hardship on the goldfields
officers that they should have been classi-
fied as they had been, and, in instances
which he knew of personally, without
any inspection by the Commissioner of
their work or the conditions under which
they had to perform their duties. In
some cases appeals had been lodged but
bad never been heard, and if was time
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that something was done in the direchion
of allowing these people to have their
cases dealt with. Only the minimum
salary was being paid in some cases, but
be knew of instances where the maximum
ought to be paid, not becanse the duties
as elerks of court alone demanded it, but
becanse the officers had so many other
duties to perform as mining registrars,
registiars of births and deaths, electoral
registrars, eteetera.

The ATTORNEY GENEBRAL: There
was no desire on the part of the depart-
rent ta block the appeals at all, and he
would ask the Public Service Commis-
sioner whether it would be possible to ex-
pedite the hearing of appeals.

Ttem, Law Books, £250,

Mr. PRICE: Tast year £150 had heen
voted for law books and only £68 had
been expended, whilst this year the Com-
mitlee were asked to vote £250. Surely
the inerease of business did not warrant
that inerease in the purchase of books,
which, he understood, were used mostly
by lmpeeunious members of the legal
profession. The amount seemed large in
view of the fact thal only £68 was ex-
pended last year.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Dur-
ing the last couple of years, owing i
the condition of the public finances, there
had been an endeavonr to keep expendi-
ture down in every possible way, and even
small ifems had been affected; eonse-
quently, a less amount had been expended
on law books than the Government would
wish to expend in better times. Now the
vote was being brought back to its former
proportions, and he had no doubt that the
full amount would bhe expended.

Mr. HUDSON: These books were not
used by impecunions members of the legal
profession. They were books purchased
for clerks of conrts and magistrates, and
the amonnt was not excessive. It was de-
sirabte fthat provision should be made for
magistrates in eountry districts to have
books which eontained decisions for their
guidance.

Mr. PRICE: There was no real ob-
jection to the amount, but it had seemed
desirable that the inerease should be ex-
plained.

Vole put and passed.
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Vate—Supreme Court, £14,599:

Mr. HUDSON: There were again ex-
traordinary increases to men who were
drawing large salaries, and he wanted
to enter his protest. The two most im-
poriant increases in salariez were £100
{o an officer already drawing £700, and
another £100 to a man who was drawing
E450), but the men who were doing the
bulk of the work in the Supreme Court
were not geiting the consideration that
was (uoe to them. One man who drew
£300 a year after 16 nr 17 years' service
was getting a paltry increase of £3 whilst
the man who drew €700 Lad his salary
raised by £100. He was not disenssing
the merits of the different men, bnt he
wished to show the disparity in the
treatment meted out to different officers.

Mr. Butcher: What are the names of
the officers?

Mr. HUDSON: One was the Master
of the Supreme Court, Mr. Moseley, who
was receiving an increase of £100 and the
other was the Official Receiver who was
to have a similar advance. One of the
principal subordinate officers was getting
merely an incerease of £10, the next in
charge an incerease of £5, and still another
an inerease of £4. These advances were
altogether ont of proportion to the in-
creases given to the heads of the depart-
ment, and he wonld like to have an ex-
planation from the Attorney General

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Master of the Supreme Court had been
in the service for over 2914 years. Some
vears ago he had been elassified at a salary
of £800 and within a very short time he
would be due for retirement. It was to
be assumed that when an officer was elas-
sified at a fixed salary it was intended that
before he retired he should reach his
maximum. Tt was not intended that im-
mediately the classification was made he
shounld attain to that maximum, but if he
was to receive it at all it should be before
he reached the ace of ecompulsory retire-
ment.

Mr. HUDSOX: I am not objecting to
the man or to the amount. I am saving
that other officers are being ill-treated
while he is heinr sneeially favoured.

The ATTORYWFY GENERAL: The
salaries paid to the Master of the Sun-
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preme Couit and to the other oflicers
under him were fixed wnder the Public
Serviee Acl. Some short time ago the
worl of eclassifying and fixing the sal-
aries to be paid to members of the pnblie
service had been undertaken, Withio
the last 12 months the Government had
arranged that every officer in the publie
service should receive at least the mini-
mum salary attached to the elass io wlich
he helonged: but this year. owing to the
greater finaneial prosperity in the Slate,
in almost every ease the Governinent were
able to give to every oflicer an iucrease
representing a step of one grade in the
class to whiech he belonged. The Master
of the Supreme Court for a long time
past had been receiving a salary below
that fixed for the office by the Publie
Serviee Commissioner. In fact, a Public
Service Commission, which sat years ago,
recommended that he should reeeive £300
or more a year; and judge after judge and
Attorney General after Attorney General
had ealled attention to the ease of this
officer. If juniors were not reeeiving sal-
aries adequate to their positions, at least
they were receiving the salaries fixed for
their positions by the Public Serviee
Commissioner, and if they were dissatis-
fied they could bave appealed. When any
nereases were brought aboul the system
was for the permanent head of the de-
partment to go into the matter with the
Ministerial head. A list was preparved
showing the suggested inereases for cach
individual officer. These inereases were
sent on to the Public Serviece Commis-
sioner, and then the matter was gone
into behween the Publie Service Commis-
sioner and the departmental heads, and
finally the Public Service Commissioner
made a recommendation, which was either
accepled or rejected by the Government.
Yo one elaimed infallibility, yet one could
elaim very careful attention was given to
the subject, and the Publie Service Com-
missioner was probably in a better posi-
tion to judge the relative claims of eivil
servants than hon. members, The Master
of the Supreme Court was on the eve of

relirement after a long and lonourable
career, and surely it was right that dur-
ing the last few years he should receive
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the salary at which his office was classi-
fied.
Vote put and passed.

(Mr. Broun took the Chair.)

Department of Edueation (Hon. J. L.
Nanson, Minister).

“ote— Education, £200,923:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. J. L. Nanson): In introduneing the
Estimates of the Education Department
I may point out that they show an im-
crease as compared with the Estimates
for the financial year 1909-10 of £13,879,
and they exceed the aciual expenditure
of the last finaneial year by £17,000. The
principal increases are—item 9, the item
from which teachers’ salaries are paid,
where the increase is £7,000 odd, and
item 22, the item for the salaries for tech-
niea! and econtinvation schools, where
there is an increase of nearly £4,000, and
the item for ineidentals shows an increase
of nearly £800. There are also new items,
18 and 36, of £1,300 and £500 respectively
for the Modern School. The main item,
that for salaries of teachers, shows
a considerable inerease, aceounted for
partly by the continued enrclment in
the numbers in our schools, indi-
eatine a gradual inerease in at-
tendance, and partly by the necessity
for making provision for the inecrements
secured to teachers by regulation. The
increase in the technical sehools’ vote is
largely due to the provision the depart-
ment are making for securing in ounr
schiols throughout the educational sysiem
what is called the system of continuation
classes. In these classes, which we are
starting at the larger sehools, provision is
being made to give edueation to scholars
between the ages of 14 and 18 years, I'ri-
mary education, the educafion that is hy
law made compulsory, comes {o an end
when the child reaches the age of 14.
I think mest hon. members will agree
with me that it seems almost a waste of
the effort made in educating children up
to the age of 14, and of the money spent
upon it, if, when the childven reach that
age, all further effort should ecease and
their education in the schools and classes
eome to an emd. TIn all modern countries
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the importance of bridging over the
period between early youth, between the
age of 14 and the age of budding man-
hood, has been recognised, and we are
only following in the footsteps of coun-
tries progressive in matters of edueation
in inaugurating this system of continna-
tion classes, Ay only regret is that we
are not able during the current financial
year to extend the system further than we
are doing, but at any rate we are makinyg
a substantial start, and when these classes
have got into working order and the good
work they are capable of doing is realised,
it will be no doubt a matter for the eon-
sideralion of Parliament whether we
should not extend the age at which com-
pulsory education should cease. That,
however, is a matter for future considera-
tion. One important development in the
edncational work of the department dur-
ing this year is the opening of the Perth
Modern School. The inauguration of
that schaol is due to my prede-
cessor in office, the present Premier,
and I ean, therefore, claim no part
in nor any credit for the idea,
nor for the bringing of the idea into prac-
tical form; but I may say that, although
at the time the proposal was put forward
it met with a considerable amount of op-
position, here, again, as in regard to eon-
tinmalion elasses, we are only following
the footsteps of countries progressive in
educational matters, This new Modern
School, which will open its doors for
pupils next month, will provide for a very
great want in the community. Tt will
speciafly devote itself to the teaching of
seience and modern suhjects, and every
effort will be made to ascertain what walk
of life the pupils intend to enter upon,
whether commereial, agrienltural. mining,
or any other calling. So far as it is pos-
sible in a school of that kind, any bias
given to lhe pupils’ edneation will be in-
fluenced by the calling which it is pro-
posed they shall ultimately adopt; and
the requirements of future agrienlturists,
as well as of those who intend to follow
mining pursnits, will be carefully econ-
cidered. .\s resards technical education,
it is a gratifying eircamstance that the de-
velopment of that class of education in
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this State, has immediately appealed to
the community, and that the classes have
been utilised to a considerable extent. So
far as I have been able to judge during
the short time 1 have been iu charge of
the Education Deparlment, there is a very
gratifying demand in every part of the
State for the advautages these technical
classes ofter, and the department have no
reason to complain that when they have
opened classes they are not fully taken
advantage of. If there is ground for
.complaint, it is rather that we have not
supplied as many classes as one wonld
wish to do; but, of course, whatever one’s
edueational ambitions may be, we are to
& great extent to be governed by finaneial
vonsideralions; and although the Treasury
have been liberal with us this year in
allowing a very considerable augmenta-
tion in our vote as compared with last
year, amounting to over £17,000, stll, if
the money were available, as T hope il
will be available to a very great extent
next year, no doubt we could spend it to
the very hesi advantage of the community.
As showing the acceptance of this form
of education in technieal schools, the fees
from pupils bave risen from £3,053 to
£4,520. When we remember that the Perth
Technieal School, the first of these schools,
begun only some 10 years agoe with 50
students, and at the end of 1909 there
were 1,100 students, and at the end of
1910 the attendance had increased to
1,500, T think hon. members will realise
that the work we are doing in this diree-
tion is fulfilling a very healthy and very
commendable public demand. With re-
gard to the staff of the Modern School,
as far as possible every effort has been
made to fill the appointments from offi-
cers already in the service of the depart-
menl. The first appointment to the posi-
tion of headmasier was that of a gentle-
man possessing very high eredentials
from South Australia, and T personally
regret very much that, after being ap-
pointed. he asked to be relieved of the
position because he had been offered a
hetter position in South Australia. We
would, T feel convinced, have obtained
for the position one of the very best men
in the whole of Australasia if we had
[88]
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obtained the services of that particular
zentlewan ; but failing him, I am indeed
pleased io feel that the candidates whe
came next in order after him were in
both eases teachers in the employ of the
department, The officer who came next
to Mr. Jolly in the opinion of the In-
spector General of Schools and myself
was Mr. Clubb, who at one time was
headmaster of the James-street school
and eonducted it,, I understand, in an
extremely able manner, and who after-
wards became an inspector of the Eduea-
tion Departiment. TUnfortunately after
he was appointed he suffered from a
nervous breakdown and had to resign.
The gentleman next in order was Mr.
Brown who had for scme years been
master of the Normal school, and he
possessed very high qualifications. e
was appointed headmaster of the Modern
sehool, and it is gratifying to know that
we have in the State officers like this
genileman, who during the time he has
heen engaged in teaching has also not
disdained to improve his own knowledge,
hecanse he has altended classes at the
technteal school and this year obtained a
fivst-class pass and honours in wmathe-
maties and obtained the B.S¢. degree,
which 13, of course, exceedingly gratify-
ing to him. We propose during the year,
in furtherance of our projeet to estab-
lish these continuation sehools, to erect
seienee rooms at the schools in the larger
centres of population. I may mention
also that there is to be held in London
in April of next year an Imperial cou-
ference on education, and it has becn
decided by the Government after eareful
consideration to send the Inspector (Gen-
eral of Schools to London for the pui-
pose of attending this eonference, and
the opportunity will also be taken of the
oecasion by the Tnspector (General to
bring himself up to date with educational
methods in the United Kingdom and the
continent of Eurcpe, and if time will
permit—although 1 am very doubtful on
that point—in Canada and in the United
Siates. 'The conference to bhe held in
TLondon in April is of a very important
nature, and it is, in a sense, a conliuns-
tion of a eonference held in London in

]



107, The subjects that will be diseussed
include a general interchange of infor-
mation, exehange of publieations, special
exchange of intellizence and adviee, the
scheme of exchauge of teachers between
English and Freoneh sehools, the exchange
of olficials, exhibitions and general educa-
tional problems. I is a good many
vears, some biune years now, since the
luspector General has had an opportu-
nity of bringing himself into close toueh
with edueational methods elsewhere, and
I think hon. members will agree with me
it is necessary, if the State educational
system 1s {0 eontinue to uphold that de-
servedly high reputation whieh it has
vained during the last 10 years or so,
that the expert permanent head of the
department should be given reasonable
opportunity of keeping in touch with
modern requirements. In adopting the
course of sending the Iuspeetor General
away for a few months we are following
the procedure whieh has been adopted by
Viectoria, who sent their Director of
Edueation away, and by New South
Wales who also sent their permanent
head of the department, and in both of
those cases the result has been such as
to more than compensate those States.
In showing that our action is net soli-
tary I may mention that New South
Wales is participating in this eonference,
and probably arrangements will be made
For the Tnspector General of Schools tou
travel and combine his investigations
with those of (he officer from New South
Wales, and value will be added by the
-notes which the officers will be able tu
compate. I have no doubt, although I
eannot say from actual knowledge at the
present time, that most, if not all, of the
Australian States will be represented at
this particular conference of expert edu-
eational represeniatives drawn from all
parts of the Kimpire. T do not know that
I need detain hon, members at any
greater length. No doubt there are sub-
jeets upon which they will require in-
formation, and I shall have the opportu-
nity later on, after they have expressed
their views, of replying.

My, BATH: The Minister in intro-
duecing this part of the Estimates veter-
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red to the faet that there was a sub-
stantial inerease in the vote provided in
comparison with that of the previous
year, and lion. members on this oecasion,
as in the puast, were not likely to be-
grudge that inereased expenditure for
the edueation of the children of the
State, recognising if facilities were to
be provided for thuse areas im the back
couniry, mining, agriculiural, and timber
distriets, which were being opened up,
we should be prepared for an inereased
vote as each year passed. At the same
time while there were a few who were
likely to begrudge the expendituve it was
as well for hon. members to examine the
method of that expenditure in ovder to
secure the best rvesults for the money in-
vested. There were several directions in
whicli economy could be effected without
in any way impairing the efficiency ol
the system, and at the same time pro-
viding money for mueh needed exiension,
partieularly in those distriets which were
not vet provided with school facilities
and also in the direction of providing
more adequate remuneration for those
who were in charge of our country
schovls. Western Australia had every
reason {o he proud of its edneation sys-
tem. and the progress whieh was still
going on, but one wonld be lacking in
duly if. belding opinions as to the re-
forms which could be effected. he did
not untter them. Tu the first place, there
was  undoubtedly  overlapping in  the
seholastie institutions, and there was nol
that counecting hnk which had become
an accepted principle in all those coun-
tries where edueation was on a high
plane, and although one of the institu-
tions which we had aud which, in a large
measure, had overlapped others. was
heing dispensed with. in view of the es-
tablishment of the modern school. there
was room for rveform, Wy found thal
the normal sehool and the training eol-
lege at Claremont had practically car-
ried students over the same ground, in-
stead of the narmal school being an in-
stitution whieh wounld earvy those (aking
up the teaching profession to a certain

stage and passing them on tu the train-
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ing college. The prineipal of the train-
ing college and his staff had been called
npon to do a great deal of unnecessary
work in the way of training, indepen-
dently altogether of that professional
training of school teachers whieh should
be tlhie chief work of the training college.
He understood that this traiming of pupil
teachers from primary schools was to be
carried on in the secondary schools or
modern schools, as they were called, and
from there those who were taking up
the teaching profession would be carried
on to the training college. In another
respect there was voom for considerable
veform, and that was in the provision of
what might be termed the guasi secon-
dary training in the James Sireet school.
We had established modern schools for
secondary edureation, and at the same
time we had a school like that at James
Street, whieh was undoubtedly crowded
with scholars from schools of the metro-
politan and the suburban areas. If we
were to provide for the scholars to be
drafted back to those centres it would
be possible to utilise the James Street
schoonl as a purely seeondary sehool, and
the use of James Street as a secondary
school purely and simply would mean
that it would be possible to utilise that
building erected for the modern school
as a building in which the university
could be carried on until we were pre-
pared to expend the necessary money in
erecting adequate buildings for that uni-
versity. This was a malter upon whieh
he felt strongly, and he vegretted there
had been ne mention in the Minister’s
speech as to the intentions of the Gov-
ernment with regard to the establish-
ment of a university. True, we had a
Bill before us providing for the erection
of a university, but that only provided
in the variouns claunses that certain steps
might be taken, but what was necessary
and what we should have had from the
Minister was a declaration not only as
to the intention of the Government to
establish a university, but also as to the
lines upon which it was to he established,
and whether the recommendations of the
Royal Commission with regard to free
training, and what was a necessary corol-
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lary, free training in tle tachnieal and
recondary schools was to be the policy of
the Government. Memhers should know
Lhat. because it would have a bearing on
the subject when the University Bill was
being disenszed. In another direction we
could effeet economy; we should provide
tov grealer continuity in fhe system of
training and atl the same lime economise
in the expendiiure. At the present fime
in nearly all the metropolitan and subur-
hant schools there were sepavate estab-
lishments for the seniors and juniorvs
entirely iudependent of each other, with
head teachers over each. While we
should pay some attention and give ade-
yuate seope io the teaehers in onr Edu-
cation Department tn exereise thew in-
dividuality in the training of childven
ihere should be the one policy running
right through, the poliey which set out
what eael partieular branch of the Edu-
eafion  Department was called to per-
form, and when that work was allotted,
1o leave il {o the principal and his staff
to earry out that work in the best pos-
sible manner. As a matter of fact the
heads of these institutions were some-
times in antagonism, and the work of
the junior wzehool did not lead naturally
into that of he senior division: nor was
it ever likely to do =o until we had the
head teachers of these schools in charge
of the whole establishment, senior and
junior.  That would mean the effecting
of eeonomy. and would set free a sum of.
money which could be ntilised ficst in
the provision of better salaries for the
leachers in the oui-back schools, and in
the second place for the extension of
the systemn.  Another matter fo he re-
ferred lo was the poliey of the Govern-
ment in regard to the making of a tem-
purary appointment, and lacer on calling
for applieations for the permanent ap-
pointment. thus in a measure giving the
person oeeupying the temporary appoint-
ment a lien on the position. TFor these
positions all elegible should have a fair
chance, and no one should be riven an
advantage by being placed in the tem-
porary appointment before applicatinns
were called for the permanent position.
The rvesults of the existing system could
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easily be avoided by the exercise of a
little foresight on the part of officers of
the department. The same remarks ap-
plied to an appointment to the position
of a junior inspector, which was after-
wards converted into that of an advisory
teacher owing to some difficulty between
the Public Service C'ommissioner and the
Kducation Department.

The Minister for Education: I do not
think there has been any eonfiiet between
the Public Serviee Commissioner and the
Iiducation Tlepartment,

Mr. BATH: As a matter of faet there
lhad heen, and the person who secured
the appointment held the lowest grade
certificate, while unsuceessful applicants
were in possession of the highest grade
certificates, Yet presumably the depart-
went had granted those ecertificaies as
a measure of the scholasiic and profes-
sional capabilities of those in its employ,
natwithstanding which the applicant hold-
ing the lowest grade certificate had ‘been
appointed to the positon. Ti was most
discouraging to those who had worked
hard in order to secure the higher grade
certificates to see an applicant holding
the lowest grade certificate appointed over
their heads to a more lucrative position.
In regard to the position of those.called
npon to take up posts in the smaller
country schools in out-back distriets, he
recognised there were great diffienlties to
contend with, difficnlties in the way of
providing school accommeodation, and in
the way of securing suitable persons with
the necessary qualifications to take up the
work in those remote districts. Still an
effort should be made te do something
hetter than that suffieed in the past. If
we were to secure a bodv of contented
people to carry on the developmental
work of the State, we must try to give
them all reasonable facilities for the edu-
cation of their children. The lack of pro-
per edueational facilities in some of the
out-back distriets was the greatest stumb-
ling block in the way of those whose lot
had been cast in those distriets. No mem-
ber of the House would begrodge a
special vote for the provision of better
educational faeilities mm these ont-back
districts, whether mining or agrienltural,
nor would the people of Western Aus-
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tralia as a whole offer any objection to the
inereased expenditure, Therefore no plea
of expense should prevent the Govern-
ment from dealing with this question
more effectively than had been done in the
past., In regard to the establishment of
the modern school, it seemed incompre-
hensible why the department should have
selected a name of so little sigmificance,
Any up-to-date primary or voukery school
was a modern seliool; the term ecarried
no significanee at all,

The Minister for Eduocation: It is a
well established term 1in educational
circles,

Mr, BATH: The Minister eould not
point to any institution in any eountry
in the world where edneational develop-
ment had made any strides and where a
secondary sehool was given such a title
Sorely a more appropriate name could
have been found, one which would have
earried significance Lo the whole of the
edueational world, The fact remained
that it was a secondary school, and hon,
members would agree that it represented
a step in the right direction. However,
we should not stop there. There was no
reason why, for instance, pupils on the
goldfields should be eompelled to come 10
Perth to attend the school, a journey in-
volving expense and separation from their
parents, A similar institution shounld be
established on the goldfields, and he would
like to see lesser inslitutions of a similar
Iind Bt of somewhat different trend es-
tablished in the agrieultural centres where
they wounld do much in inculcating the
principles of selentifie agriculture. e
was golad to hear from the Minister
that so much suecesss had attended the
eslablishment of technical schools, He
believed that if the system was still
furcther extended we would find the peo-
ple ready to support if. It was necessary
that the parents of ehildren should be
afforded some information as to what our
Education Department was deing. In
this repard there was room for much
propagzanda work by the deparvtment with
a view to awakening publie interest i . the
carrving on of our eduncational work.

Mr. (LOGHLEN: Tt was to be re-
pretted that so few members were present
in the Chamber to hear a discussion of
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such importance. The member for Brown
Hill took a very keen inferest in this
particular department, and perhaps if
that lon. member’s views were piven
effect to, the department would rapidly
show a vonsiderable advance on its pre-
sent condition. He (Mr, O'Loghlen) felt
it his duty to plead for more edueational
facilities for ecountry distriets.  Many
mew distriots were being opened up whiech
had not the slightest recogmition in this
respect, and although there were difficul-
ties in the way le believed more progress
showdd be made. One feature that cansed
dissatisfaction and annoyance to countrv
teachers was that suffieient encouragement
was not given to the demonstrating to
the children the necessily for seenring
practical edueation on agrieultural mat-
ters. He understood that several coun-
try schools were supplied with the neces-
sary tools for garden purposes; but in
many instances the schools were located
on such barren soil that it was almost
impossihle to give to bhe children any
practical demonstrations of the eultiva-
tion of plant life.

The Minister for Edueation: We have
increased the quantity of tools supplied.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That might be so,
but the feature that gave a good deal of
dissatisfaction was that the quality of
the tools was far from being good. He
had heard complaints from various cen-
{res, and he believed that the imferior
quality of the tools was causing annoy-
ance to the feachers who had to use them,
and consequently they were unable to show
zood results. Again, they had received
no thanks from the Agricultural Depart-
ment for any work they had done in this
dlirection. but now, when the schools were
able to show some advance in that diree-
tion. the Agrienltural Department was
prepared to take all the eredit for that
advance. He believed that it was a good
poliey to impart to the rising generation
some knowledge of the principles to be
applied in what would in time be the
most important industry in this State, that
of agrienlture. When they were growing
np, when their minds were plastic and
more receptive to the essentials of sound
training, that was the time to edueate
them in that direction. Sueh training had
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been given in several schools, but no ve-
cognifion bad been piven fo it by the
Agrienltural Department wnfil guite re-
cently. He hoped that im future the
Agricnltural Department wounld show
mote interest in this work by seleeting
better localities wherever possible, and
providing the teachers and-scholars with
a better class of tools. Another matter
to which he desired to draw attention
was the placing of the contraet yearly
for the doing up of the trols nsed by
tlte Education Depariment. That was a
fairly big work, when the saws nsed for
fretwork in the big schools throughout
the State were taken into consideration.
These big schools used a considerable
number of tools, and the practice in the
past had been to have these tools put in
order hy a firm in Perth who had always
carried ont that work satisfactorily and
well. The price had never been disputed.
but when some time ago an offer was ve-
ceived by the department to do up the
tools at a less rate, the department ac-
cepted that offer withont giving the
former contractor an opportunity of
tendering. That firm had always given
satisfaction in the past and had a repu-
tation in the State which had been dam-
aged by the faet of the whole of the
work of the Education Department being
taken oun{ of their hands. He hoped that
in future tenders would be called for
that work, and whoever would do it most
econamically and give satisfaction as well,
should wet the contract. The Minister
should also inke note of the disabilities
under which teachers laboured in Western
Austraba-—and the disabilities were not
confined to Western Australia.  Under
the present condifions it was absolutely
impossible for a teacher in any part of
the State to aspire to a publie position
outside the department. The State
should not keep back any man, no matter
where he might be engaged, but the pasi-
tion to-day was that if the people in any
loeality saw a hrilliant man and asked
him to contest a publie position, he eould
not do it withont losing all the privileges
he had accumulated after serviee in the
department for ten or fiffeen years. No
harm would be done hy doing those men
the eommon justice of preserving to them
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the privileges which they had earned.
The member for Brown Hill had stated
that greater consideration should be given
to the .cople in the eountry districts.
Throughout the agrieultural and timber
distriets there had been a great necessity
during recent times for the establishment
of addifional sehools. He had obtained
four new schools during the last 18 months
and at the present time he required four
more, one of which had heen hanging
fire for over 12 months. He believed
that it was not the fault of the Jlinister
tfor Edueation on this ocrasion, bul that
the matter had gone forward to the
Works Depariment.

The Minister for FEdueation: What
sehool is that?
Mr. OLOGHLEN: Marinup. For

over 12 months the people had been ask-
ing for a sechoul there and in the mean-
time the children were practically running
wild. The same conditions applied in
many other distriets. The distriet which
he vepresented was in urgent need of
these four schools and the AMinister had
promised him some seven weeks ago that
the schools would be opened after the
holidays, hnt letiers received from (he
various eentves informed him that not the
slightest attempt ‘had heen made to pre-
pare these struetures for the opening of
the schools, notwithstanding that this
could be done cheaply in the timber dis-
triets because of the abundance of bunild-
ing material. He hoped that these sehools
would he rshortly established by the
Works Department and teachers sent to
conduct them. The schools he referred to
were tent sehools, but so far they had
not tnrned out well. The greatest draw-
back to the suceess of the schools 1n
country distriets, which meant so much to
the futnre of the men and women in this
State, was the lack of induncement given
to the teachers. He had in mind tea-
chers in his own disiviet whoe. though nn-
classified, were teaching from 30 to 33
scholars, and they were receiving a salary
of £100 a year. Tn some cases they
were married men, and to his mind
it was impossible for them to have
their mind free of other worries
and make a sucress of their feachine,
On sueh a remuneration as that it was

[ASSEMBLY.]

not to be expected that the department
could get goor teachers and good resnlts.

The Minister for Edueation: When they
qualify they will gel inereases.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN : That was so, bui he
would like the Minister to {ake into con-
sideralion the ditliculty which these men
had in ynalifying. Some of them were
engaged nl what were kniown as bush land-
ings; f1om tiwe 1o time the landings were
shifted and the parents and the schools
and the children were shifted with them.
This happened every few months and
there were many diffienlties when the
children were shifted and the school was
not, and the teacher had to walk several
miles to give his instruction, with the re-
sult that it was almost impossible for him
1o carry on his duties. Tn many eases the
depariment had found it impossible to
earry on these schonls, and in one ov bwo
mstances teachers had had to conduct
their classes in hoarding houses where it
was impossible to even hear themselves
speak at {imes. These men had applied
themselves to their studies and had
brushed up their intellects as well as they
eould, but he understood that some of
them, whilst passing in certain subjects
had failed in others, at the departmental
examinations held in Perth recently.
Surely some consideration should be given
to these men on aceount of their uncon-
genial surroundings and the diffienlties
they had to eontend against in improving
themselves, and even if they were not
qualified, the minimum salary which they
reeeived should be at least a living wage.
When the State was asking men to go
inte the bush and teach nnder very great
disahilities, it shonld not pay them less
than £2 a week. He thought he eould
appeal with confidence to the Minister on
that subjecl. The present rate of pay
was seandalous and he did not antieipate
any good results from such a system,

Mr. Hudson: New South Wales has in-
ereased the minininm,

Ay, OLOGHLEN : Tn New South
Wales the minimum had been increased
he understood to £1104, but even £110 in
New Sonth Wales was equal to probably
€130 in this State. Certainly some ron-
sideration should he given by the Edu-
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cation Department to this matfer, and re-
gard should be had to the difficulties under
which these teachers laboured in trying
to carry on their teaching at that salary,
walking some miles to night elasses in
order to earn a little extra money,
and also teying to find fime to
qualify themselves for lhigher grade
positions. He trusted that the Min-
ister would remind the Works De-
partment that these four sehools for
which he had asked in his own district
were absolutely essential.  There was
nothing so mueh wrapped unp with the
future welfare of the eountry as the pro-
vision of educational faeilities. He sup-
posed that the objeet of all members
was te see that if possible their children
and relatives and the children of the State
at large received a better education than
it had been possible for them to obtain
in their youth. That being the case, he
ltoped that the Works Department would
proveed with the erection of these schools
and that good teachers wounld be provided
and properly remunerated, so that they
might put heart and enthusiasm into their
efforts and so turn out a good product for
the State.

Mr. JACOBY: With the request made
by the member for Forrest that some
greater consideration should be given io
the need of educational facilities at the
timber mills, he was very mueh in sym-
pathy. He had had an opportanity of
seetng how diffienlt it was for people en-
paged in that industry to get that eduea-
tion for their children which they had a
right to expect from the State. It had
to be recognised that the State had to
make speeial provision in conneetion with
this industry, but he had known of instan-
¢es where the depariment had insisted on
the people econcerned finding a large por-
tion of the moneyv necessary to ervect a
school. These men were engaged in pro-
ducing the wealth of the eouniry and one
could easily recognise that they would feel
exasperated when they saw abundant
facilities, even move than were necessary,
provided for the people in the eity and
move settled distriets, whilst those work-
ing in the seattered districts under very
disadvantageous eonditions had to put
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their hands in their pockets to pay for the
edueation of their children. The depart-
ment should devise some special means
of providing edncational convewences in
these timber districts, and there was a
moral obligation on the State to afford
education to the childven in these districts
just as mueh as in other distriets, even
though the expense shonld be greater.

AMr. (’Loghlen: The expense is not
srealer.

AMr. JACOBY: The Minister had all
along been an advocate of the recognition
ol the claims of people who lived in the
back portions of the State, and now he
had beeome head of the department, it
was to be hoped that he was not going
to allow other cousiderations to interfere
with his eonvictions in that respeet. The
provision of edueation faeilities and
surety of medieal eomforts were the two
pringipal things required by the people
in the back country. They were the wealth
producers of the State and they deserved
consideration even before the people in
the move settled districts. He also agreed
that every endeavour should be made by
the department to make the position of
the teacher atiractive from a finaneial
point of view and to keep good men in
the service. The work of teaching was most
arduous and only comparatively few peo-
ple were qualified for it. There had bheen
grievances in this department in the past.
and he hoped that the Minister would
recognise that if he was to have a high
standard of efficiency in the department,
it wonld be necessary for him to find pro-
per remuneration for those employed in it.
One other important matter was Lhe
question of the seheool hours in infant
schools. Some alteration should he made
in the hours of attendance during Febh-
ruary and Mareh, practically the most
trying months of the summer. A move
in this direction would be a considerable
boon to the children. A gentleman in a
position to express an aunthoritative
opinion about this said that if the
children attended from 830 am. to

1 pm., with a short interval for
recess, there +would only be half
an hour lost on the regular hours,

and very little actual work would
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he lost, because daring the last hour in
the afternvon the little ones became so
listless and sleepy. This gentleman said
that many of the children who went
home for luneh during these months did
not return in the afterncon, that if the
hours were Hixed as proposed a hot walk
home at nnon would be saved where
children went home for luneh, and that
it would be better for most of these chil-
dren if they were employed during the
hour and a half allowed for luneh and
allowed to he free for the afternoun.
This was a matter the Minister might
take into eunsideration. We could all
juin heartily in congratulating the de-
pariment on the excellent standard main-
{ained in edueating our children, De-
spite  many  difficulties we could feel
proud of the faet that cur standard of
edueation was second (o none in the
world. That standard would assuredly
be well maintained, and we could all be
pleased al the efforts put forth by the
officers of the department.
(M. Taylor resumed the Chair.)

Mr. PRICE: While endorsing the re-
mmarks of the member for Swan in regard
{o the good work done by the depart-
wient, latterly theve was cveeping inio
the administration of the department a
niost  pernicious practice fhat must in-
evitably lead (o very serious trouble.
Considerable dissatisfaetion arose in cou-
nection with recent appoiniments, and
the Minister’s replies to questions askcd
in the House upen this subjeet conveyed
their own condemnation of the conduet
of the department. Some time ago ap-
phcations were called for the appoini-
ment of aun aeting inspector. and an offi-
cer of the department of the lowest
grade almost in the department was ap-
puinted. In other words, one who had
ne gualilications by examinatiou, such
as were possessed by the bulk of the
other applicants for the position, ve-
reived the appointment and was placed
in a position of eontrol over teachers who
had spent many vears in studying and
in passing the examinations necessary
to qualify them for the positions they
vecapied. When the department vealised
that they had appointed a ¢lass C teaelier
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wver the heads of teachers holding class
A certificates, and when they found that
two of the other men resented this undue
influence being used in the interest of
one individunal, they ereated two speecial
pusitions {i these two speeially dissatis-
fled individuals, Messrs. Hamilton and
Milligan, and appointed themn as organis-
ing teachers, giving them the salary of
£270, which was the salary fixed for the
position of acting inspector. There was
ne reason for complaint against he
salary, but these officers were previously
carrylng ont the same duties, and were
not granted any increase of salary until
Mr, Murdoeh was appointed over their
heads as aeting inspeetor.

The Minister for Education: It was in-
tended to grant it.

Mv. PRICE: But wonld it have been
granted had they not resented the ap-
pointment of Mr. Murdoeh as acting
inspector ?

The Minister for Eduncation: Yes.

Mr. PRICE: If they were carrying out
the duties previously why were they not
allowed the extra salary? Why should
the department wait until these officers
resented the department breaking the
regulation by appointing Mr. Murdoch?
On the 20th December last the Minister
distinetly stated that there was no altera-
tion in the duties performed by Messrs.
Hamilton and Milligan,

The Minister for Edueation: Not in
nature; bat like many people, unfortu-
nately, they had to wait for an inerease
of salary.

Mr. PRICE: It was a most remark-
able coincidence that the granting of
their increase of salary was simultane-
ous with their dissatisfaction at the ap-
pointment of Mr. Murdoeh to the posi-
tion of acting inspector.

The Minister for Edueation: A happy
coincidence.

Mr. PRICE: Happy for the teachers,
but most unhappy for the administra-
tion of the department, showing that the
officers of the department eould not get
justive until they showed fight. We had
it on the admission of the Minister that
they got their exlra salary immediately
they showed they were dissatisfied. Steps
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should be taken to secure from the Agri-
cultural Department seeds for the small
exverimental plots in connection with
tt» tuttion of ehildren in agricuiturzl
parsuits. Many of these plots were cou-
ducled at the country sehools at the ex-
nense of the parents of the echildren.
There was no objection to the parenis
who were able to pay supporting the
carrying out of these experimental plots,
but it bore very hardly upen the poorer
section of the community.

Mr. George: I suppose it is not 6d. per
head.

My. PRICE: It would be a simple
matter to apply to the Agricultural De-
partment o aid in the direction indi-
cated. A serious matter for complaint
was in connection with sending female
teachers into the country districts, A
female teacher was sent to Narrikup on
the Great Southern Railway. The sehosl
house was two miles away in the bush.
The teacher arrived at the station at 10
o’clock at night. She had never previ-
ously been in the conatry, but she was
told before she left Perth that she would
be met at the station by someone who
would provide aecommodation for the
night. There was no railway officer in
charge of the station, and when the
teacher got off the train she found her-
self alone in the bush, the nearest house
being a fettler’s house. She applied at
the fettler’s house, but could not be pro-
vided with acecommodation, so she had
to spend the night in an open goods shed
on the station. Subsequently, as a
favour, she was accommodated by a
settler aboot a mile from the school.
Applications were repeatedly made to
have a room provided at the sehool, but
nothing was done in this direetion. When
female teachers were sent out to the
country the department should consider
it a portion of their duty to see that
conveniences were made available so that
the teachers would not be left Lo spend,
as in this instance, the night in an open

shed on the railway line, with no other

accommodation available. No one could

attempt to justify sueh treatment as that

to our female teachers. 1In this ecase,

peérhaps, there was some oversight on the
[€:1]
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part of {hose responsible for sending the
teacher out. Tt was to be hoped that the
watters whieh had been brought forward
would receive the consideration of the
Minister in eharge of the departmant
and that rhings would run more smoothly
there, und that the officers in the de-
partment would feel assured that having
passed their examinations and qualified
for higher positions in the service they
would bave a fair opportunity of obtain-
ing them, and not find others who were
not qualified placed over their heads and
receiving salaries which they had quali-
fied themselves to receive.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
With regard to the last matter referred
to by the member for Albany concerning
the experience of the female teacher, in-
quiries would be made. He felt sure that
there was no fauli as far as the depart-
ment was concerned. 'The utmost care
was taken to see that arrangements were
made for the accommodation of ladies
who accepted positions in the depart-
ment. The department would not send
a lady into the ecountry districls unless
they could be first assared that there was
suitable accommodation there. In this
particular ease possibly some arrange-
ment was made to have the lady met
at the station, and through some unfore-
seen occurrence there was no one there
to meet her. A great deal had been said
by the member for Albany, and it bhad
been referred to by other bon. members,
about the appointment of an assistant
inspector or advisory teacher. Tt might
be true that the particular gentle-
man selected had not, as far as examin-
ation tests, the same qualifications as
some of the other candidatess  Hon.
members might recognise that the de-
partment would not have taken the un-
usual course of appointing an officer to
this partienlar position over the heads
of other officers who had superior exam-
inations qualifieations unless there twere
some other qualifications possessed hy
the successful candidate, which were re-
garded by the responsible officers as giv-
ing Lim a eclaim in the interests of the
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department which should be eonsidered
as superior. The gentleman chosen for
this appoibtment had been for some con-
siderable time in charge of a small school
at Qosnells whicl, while it was fulfilling
the primary purpose of a school, was also
used as a sort of training plaece for un-
classified teachers who were about to pro-
ceed to take charge of country schools.
This small school was conducted as a
sort of model country school, and persons
without a good deal of experience as
teachers were sent there for several
wéeks, or perhaps months, to receive
some instruection with regard to taking
classes in small eountry eenires. Mr.
Murdoch was placed in charge of that
school, and he did excellent work there.
It was mscertained, as far as it was pos-
sible to aseertain, that Mr. Murdoch had
an intimate practical acquaintance with
the requirements of country schools, and

be had a particular facility for imparting’

instruction. The responsible officers of
the department estimated that the quali-
fications as far as examination was eon-
cerned, perhaps, were noi as high as the
qualifications of some of the other can-
didates, but on taking his practical quali-
fieations as well, he was found to be the
most suited for the position. He ob-
tained the best report in single-handed
work, and his work would lie more par-
ticularly in small country schools, and
it was desired to have as an advisory
teacher a gentleman who was intimately
aequainted with the work of the schools.
There was no donbt that the appointment
would prove an exeeedingly sucecessful
one, and he (the Minister) was pre-
pared to take whatever share of re-
sponsibilily which was dne over the ap-
pointment.  With regard to the other
ﬂenllemvn referred to, they were indeed
excellent officers, and the member for
Albany should disabuse his mind of the
impression that they received increases
in salary simply because they were dis-
satisfied. The coincidence perhaps K was
peeuliar, but it was not on the ground
of thei_r dissatisfaction that they recegived
their_increases, bnt becanse of the ex-
cellent work {hey were doing. Several
menbers had” madte a reference to the
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salaries paid to teachers, more particu-
larly in small up-country schools. The
difficnlt conditions under which not a
few of these teachers lived made it a mat-
ter of difficulty for the to become
classified as teachers, and it was
necessary for the department to approach
any request that might be made on be-
half of these teachers with a sympathetie
ear, and as long as he (the Minister)
bad the honour of being the head of this
department he would never be wanting
in giving sympathetic consideration to
any reasonable request that might be
made with regard to these teachers, re-
coguising as he did the important work
they had to perform. The whole question
ot the salaries of teachers was at the
present time engnging the aitention of
the department, and it was hoped very
shortly, at any rate within the next six
months, and in time for the next finan-
cial year, to have the matter arranged
so that some improvement would be made
in the finaneial yeanr beginning on the
1st July next. He (the Minister) would
shortly submit a recommendation to Cab-
inet on the subject. and he did not wish
to say much more at that junecture than
that the matter was being earefully gone
into, and he felt fully confident that the
department would be able to meet the
teachers in some respect. Al the recent
conference of the teachers’ umion three
resolutions were passed with regard to
the appointment of unclassified teachers.
The frst one was that no unelassified
teacher should receive a lower salary
than, males £110, and females £80. With:
regard to the resclution he was entirely
in sympathy with it, but while consider-
ation was given to the nnelassified teach-
ers. the department had to guard against
making the position of the uneclassified
teachers one in which there was little in-
ducement for them to rtise to higher
pOSitions ‘in the service. ' The regu-
lations in remird to examinations in the
department conld not by any streteh of
una.gmatmu he termed severe. If a tea.~
cher on gomg up for an examination- sue-
ceeded in passing in, say, four sub;gcts
ont of 8ix, he or she would nét be re-
quired to také the whole number of sub-
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Jects over again, but wounld be permitted
to pass at a subsequent occasion the two
subjeets in which he or she had failed.
This system had been adopted in recog-
pition of the difficult conditions under
which teachers carried out their studies
in remote districts, It would be seen that
a teacher of ordinary ability could, with
patience, ultimately pass the examination
by a process of exhanstion, and so be in
» position to claim his or her classifica-
tion. There were, of course, objections to
this method of examinalion, but on the
other hand the department had been con-
strained to look at the difficulties with
which teachers were faced. It was not
altogether a satisfactory argument to
make comparisons between the salaries
paid in this State and in the other States,
but, taking as a whole the salaries paid
in the Education Department in Western
Australia, partieularly in the elassified
grades, it conld not be said that as com-
pared with the other States we did not
deal liberally with our teachers. For an
ambitions man or woman the opportuni-
ties of obtaining & good position were by
no means to be despised. The highest
salary available for a classified male
teacher was £450 with house pro-
vided, and that was a higher salary
than was paid in any other State in the
Commonwealth exeept Queensland. But
the main grievance was not, of course, in
regard to classified teachers, but in regard
to unclassified teachers and the assistants.
Some years ago, when Western Australia
had been rapidly moving ahead, there
were greater chanees of promotion than
-existed to-day. Within the last few years,
of course, we had had a considerable num-
ber of new schools, but practically the
whole of these new schools were small
country schools in respeet of which a high
salary c¢ould neitler be expeeted nor paid.
It was therefore beeoming a maiter for
coosideration as to whether .we shounld
not improve the conditions of the teachers,
with regard not only to the minimwm but
to the maximum, if they remained un-
elassified. Of course in such event we
should insist on the teachers allowed to
reach the maximum obtaining good re-
ports from inspeetors, He was persnaded
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that it was possible to attach an exagger-
ated amount of importance to eclassifica-
tion; but where we had a sneccessful tea-
cher teaching in a small school and not-
classified we should pay some considera-
tion to the experience of that teacher and
also to the reports obtained from the in-
spectors. In regard to the general ques-
tion of providing new schools, and the
delays which had taken place, the diffi-
culty was one for which the present pros-
perity of the country was partly respon-
sible, Indeed, a serions question in the
department was the very high ecost of
erecting small country schools, and the
diffieulty of getting the work done at all.
So much was this so that it was becoming
a matter of consideration by the Works
Department whether in some eases it
would not be advisable to erect the schools
departmentally. The only other subjeet
to which he need refer was {hat remarked
upen by the member for Brown Hill,
namely, the university, He (the Mini-
ster) had purposely avoided referring to
the university in his introducfory re-
marks, partly beeause the snhjest would
be fuily gone into by the Minister whose
duty it would be to introduce the Uni-
versity Bill, and partly beeause although
it was 4 subject in which the Eduneation
Department was very much  interested.
still the department would have no sort
of control over the university. So far as
concerned the internal government of that
institulion when established it would be
a matter, not for the Education Depart-
ment but for the governing body; and it
would be for the House to see that the
governing body was so constituted as to
provide the very best modern education.
However, he had not refrained from re-
ferring to the university from any lack
of sympathy with it. Apart altogether
from its general utility to the Stdie as a
whole it would be of very grent utility to
the Education Department in the faeili:
ties it would afford for the higher edunea:-
tion of teachers. In conclusion, he would’
thank hon. members for the generous way’
in which they bad reghrded these Esti-
mates. In respect to the Educatlop De-
partment it was a: Ba.tlsfactory feazure'
that although there mlwht bQ dlﬁeren(;es.
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of opinion in regard to smaller questions
of deparimental administration, yet on
both sides there was a common desire for
keeping our educational system fully in
acecord wilh modern requirements. He
felt sure that any Mipister, to whatever
party he might belong, if he came before
the Committee with a demand for in-
creased educational facilities, that demand
wonld meet with a generons response,

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

AN EXPLANATION.
Underwood and District Medical
Officers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish): I was desired to offer an
explanation in vegard to some remarks
made during the diseussion on the BEsti-
mates of the Medical Department, when
reference was made by the member for
Pilbara to the freatment of Inspector
Sellinger ai Broome by the Resident
Medical Officer. He (the Minister for
Works) had new a report furnished by
Inspector Sellinger, which he proposed
to read without eomment. The report
was as follows :—

During the discussion of the medieal
vote, item “Distriet medical officers,”
Mr. Underwood stated that:—“Inspee-
tor Sellinger of the police force had
been taken to the Broome hospital and
a message sent to the doctor asking him
to attend.  The doctor was playing
tennis at the time and ihree subsequent
messages were sent fo him at the tennis
court, notwithstanding which he failed
to respond. Eventually Inspector
Sellinger left the hospital, and pro-
teeded to the residence of the
Bishop in the North-West, where
he was satisfaetorily attended to
by the Japanese doctor . . . .. As a
matter of fact, Inspector Sellinger,
being in the police, was one of the few
Qovernment officers whom the resident
medical officer was supposed to treat
free of cost, and on that account the
doctor preferred to play tennis, and
take the risk of the State losinz a rea-
'sonably good inspéctor of police.”

My,
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The Hon, Minister for Works stated
that the maiter would be thoroughly
inquired into.

I beg to inform you on arrival at the
hospital I was immediately attended
by the resident medieal officer (Dr,
Paton) and was treated with such con-
sideration that I must always remember
with gratitude the kindness extended to
me by that doctor. I did not leave the
hogpital to proceed to the residence of
the Bishop of the North-West, nor had
1 seen that dignitary for five months
prior to the period in question, nor was
1 in any way attended to by the Japan-
ese doetor. (Rigned) W. C, Sellinger,
Tuspeetor of Police, G-1-1911.

The member for Pilbara would of course
be anxtous that this statement should be
made, because neither the member for
Pilbara nor any other member desired to
cast an undeserved reflection on any Gov-
ernment officer.

House adjourned at 5.58 pm.
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